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VALUE THE ANGRY FACE OF A GOOD FRIEND
By Rev. Yushi Mukojima, Resident Minister

Happy New Year!

Thank you all very much for your friendship and continued sup-
port in the past year. My wife and | would like to thank all the Sangha
members for your ongoing thoughtfulness. We sincerely hope you to
avail ourselves fo your kindness again in the coming year.

There is a Japanese proverb, "Value the angry face of a good
friend above the smiling face of a bad friend.” Have you ever
heard of this proverb? It comes from a Buddhist idea and has
deep meaning.

The proverb teaches us how important our choice of friends is.

A bad friend - although he behaves in a friendiy way while flatter-
ing with a smile — will betray us at a critical moment, or abandon
us when we need their help the most. But though a good friend
may remind us of our shortcomings so often that we feel exaspe-
rated, it is he who in the end will support us no matter what.
What sort of friend is the kind you: like to be around? | think

that it might be one who always praises you, does what you want,

and even though you may express a bad idea or do something

wrong, he doesn’t blame you for it, but may even be pleased by it.

Certainly, if such a friend is always at our side, we feel comiorta-
ble and compatible. But isn't a friend like this dangerous because
he doesn't take us very seriously? A friend who doesn't call us
out for our bad speech or behavior but is instead tolerant of itis a
poor companion. As we are taught, “Like attracts like,” so those
who have misguided ideas often hang out together. But when
things turn bad, such friends are quick to abandon us.

A false friend is one who is usually on good terms with us, but
who sometimes fails to give us needed advice when we are on
the verge of making poor choices. Therefore, trusting our friend’s
silence, we are likely to push our luck, and have a bitter expe-
rience because of it. So we have to be careful.

If you think about it, a friend who constandly reprimands us is
actually someone who takes us sericusly. In my childhood, | was
often scolded by my father. Back then, his pet phrase was, “|
wouldn’'t say anything if you were a complete stranger. But | am
telling you this because you are important to me.”

This is different from a friend who simply praises anything we
do. Of course, it's much easier to hear compliments than to be
with someone who is constantly pointing out our shortcomings.
After a while, we tend to stay away from a riagging friend. But -

with no one around us to point out our faults, how can we be sure
we are doing the right thing? Even if we are annoyed by them,
like having a flea in your ear, we should treasure any friend who
treats us seriously.

In Buddhist Scriptures, there is the “Paying Homage to the Six
Directions Sutra.” [n this Sutra, Shakyamuni Buddha teaches
Sigalaka, the son of a wealthy man, in detail how to choose
friends.

First, he gives four examples of those with whom you should
not keep company:

(1) A friend who takes everything.

(2) A friend who is a great talker.

(3) A friend who is a flatterer.

(4) A friend who is a fellow-wastrel,

To put it more concretely:

(1) A friend who takes everything is one who makes maneuv-
ers only for his own benefit and gain.

(2) A friend who is a great talker is one who mouths empty
phrases of good will. Though on friendly terms outwardly, when
times get tough, he will ieave you.

(3) A friend who is a flatterer is one who condones bad ac-
tions, avoids good behavior, praises us to our face, but disparag-
es us behind our back.

{4) A friend who is a fellow-wastrel is one who is a companion
only when we indulge in strong drink and gambling.

Although these four kinds of people may seem close friends,
in fact, they are bad and even dangerous influences. Therefore,
as we might avoid any kind of danger, we should keep away from
them. Shakyamuni Buddha teaches us to refuse to deal with
such people because they are surely an enemy in our lives.

Next, the Buddha shows us in the following examples what
kind of people are true friends:

{1} A reliable friend.

(2) A friend who accepts others' joy and sorrow.

(3) A friend who points out what is good for us.

(4) A friend who has a good mind and is sympathetic.

To explain more in detail:

(1) A reliable friend is one who looks after us when we are
down. When we are lacking something, he gives us twice what
we need.

“YALUE THE ANGRY FACE OF A GOOD FRIEND" confinued on page 3
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“VALUE THE ANGRY FACE OF A GOOD FRIEND" continued

(2) A friend who accepts others' joy and sorrow is one who tells

us his secrets and who guards our secrets. He won't abandon us,
and would even sacrifice his life for us.

(3} A friend who points out what is good for us is one who keeps us
from wrongdoing, supporis us in doing good, tells us what we may be
unaware of, and poinis out the path to the way of the truth.

{4) A friend who has a good mind and is sympathetic is one
who doesn't rejoice in our misfortune, but who rejoices in our
good fortune. He stops others who speak against us, and com-
mends others who speak in praise of us.

Buddha teaches us that we should treasure these four kinds
of people because they are our true friends.

As you all know, friends have great power of influence over us.
It is not exaggeration to say that the kind of friends we have can
determine the course of our lives. Qur friends teach us so many
things we may not have known. By sharing everything, the very
course of our lives is shaped. We learn, we rejoice, we feel sor-
row, we feel sympathy in the company of our friends. Having
good friends who respect one another, who support one another,
and who understand one another, creates a great power which
helps guide us in the direction we should take in our lives. But
having false friends can cause us to take a wrong direction and
lose precious fortunes in our lives,

Although Shakyamuni Buddha emphasizes how important it is
to choose friends wisely, he also admonishes that we should
strive fo be good friends ourselves.

A friend who helps us, a friend who is steadfast in both joyful
and trying times, a friend who tells us what is good for us, and a
friend who is sympathetic...all of these are our real best friends.

So let us, while hailing in the New Year, in the teaching of the
Nembutsu, renew our efforts to cultivate our minds and to se-
riously consider our friendships. Are there any friends around you
who really scold and nag you?

in Gassho,

NEW YEAR GREETINGS
By Joyce Teague, Outgoing President

As | have gotten grayer, all the often repeated adages
about ime—passing switly, flying like an arrow, waiting for no
one, and so on—no longer sound fike tired homilies uttered with-
out thinking, but instead have become profound observations
that always give me pause. This particularly true at the funeral of
a friend.

Maybe it is true that we become wiser with age. None-
theless one of the simplest yet most difficult iessons to live by is
not to take life for granted. Probably we first have to suffer the
foss of someone we deeply love to truly appreciate the brevity of
life. This is one of the reasons why Rennyo Shonin’s “Epistie on
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White Ashes" is so affecting each time it is read, regardless how
many times we have heard it. Nothing is more flegting in this world
than the life of man...Cherish this life because it is unrepeatable.
These are my thoughts as | express sincere condolences to our
members who have recently lost someone dear to them.

A Happy New Year

Some of you will understand immediately when | say
that no one could be happier than 1 am 2010 has arrived. My
one-year-which-became-two-year term as Board President ends
at the February Board meeting. But though | am certainly glad to
pass the gavel over to Michael Kinoshita's very capable hands, it
doesn't mean that | didn't enjoy the tasks | was undertaking.
They were never burdensome. Sometimes | guided, but mostly
others guided me. There were challenges and some of them are
ongoing. But it was never meant for one person to shoulder all
the responsibiiities to maintain this temple. It takes a good and
sincere minister, a devoted board, and a supportive Sangha to
make the temple a place our community cannot be without. To-
gether a feam of selfless volunteers tackled tasks and solved
problems. Personally, it was seldom the task itself but remember-
ing the task that was the biggest challenge!

| am grateful o all my compadres for their hard work and
advice, grateful to work with and support Sensei, a patient teacher
of the Dharma. Heck, I'm even grateful for “nattering nabobs of
negativism” that Sensei refers to in his Dharma message this
month as “the angry face of a good friend.” To have worked among
such a selfless and compatible group for the benefit of the temple
has been a privilege and a joy. Namo Amida Butsul

As we embrace a New Year, let's each take to heart
those familiar phrases about the passage of time...not as admo-
nishments, but as reality. Then—most difficult of all—behave
accordingly. To paraphrase sentiments expressed in this space
last year: As Sangha members, we have each made a commit-
ment to treat the temple as our own space, caring for it and sup-
porting it so we will always have a place to gather to hear and
practice the Nembutsu teachings and enjoy one another's com-
pany. Lat us continue to learn and grow fogether in the New Year,
ever children in the Dharma.

Many thanks in gassho....

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

On December 10, 20089, the Board of Directors met and the fol-
lowing iterns were discussed or acted upon:

1. The Board rafified all actions taken at the November 12, 2009,
Board of Directors meeting which lacked a quorum.
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2. Proposed by-law changes will be presented for approval at the
General Membership meeting rescheduled for January 31. A
meeting announcement with the proposed changes will be sent
out in a separate mailing.

3. Logistics for Mochitsuki, Temple Clean-up and the Year-End
Service were discussed.

4. Effective January 2010, the Buddhist study classes will
change from Friday mornings to the first and third Thursday
evenings, 6:30 p.m.

5. Sutra chanting class will be held at 9:00 a.m. on third Sundays.

6. The BTSD 2010 calendar of events was presented

7. The Service Book commitiee will reconvene in 2010.

8. Tickets for the 50/50 Raffle are available for sale with a maxi-
mum 500 tickets to be offered at $20 each. Drawing to be held
March 27, 2010.

9. A presentation will be scheduled for Dharma School student
Will Coppock who obtained his Eagle Scout rank.
10. The Temple's New Year Party, scheduled for Jan. 17, will be

co-chaired by Joyce Teague and LuAnn Lee.

ABA NEWS

December started out with a breakfast meeting at Island Style
Cafe on Dec. 5. Those that went enjoyed the breakfast.

On Dec. 6, some of us had the Jr. YBA Chow Mein after
Bodhi Day Service. Oishii, oishiil

On Dec. 13, we helped with the Mochi Day. ltwas a
very successful day.

Our next breakfast will be February 6 at Jimmy’s Res-
taurant in Chula Vista at 9:00 am. [f you would like to join us,
please [et Motao Tsuneyoshi know.

ABA wishes everyone a Happy New Year.

BWA REPORT
Highlights of December Meeting

Fumiko Ohara welcomed three new members: Gale
Kaneshiro, Junko Kajita and Kikue Graeber. A very welcome
addition indeed! We are also looking forward to more young ma-
trons joining us in the near future!

Fumiko expressed our deepest sympathies to the fami-
fies of the late Mr. Masao Morinaka and the late Mr. Kasuke Oga-
ta. She thanked Miyoko Yamanishi, Katsumi Kida, and Naomi
Himaka for chairing and having such a successful sushi sale
after the Eitaikyo Service. She received a thank you letter from
Rev. Kuwahara for the sushi rolls he received.

Fujinkai will donate $100 to the temple for mochigome.

A reminder to come out to help Dec. 27 for omigaki and
clean-up.
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Fundraiser. Fujinkai is selling almond brittle packages
and will also sell the candy at Mochitsuki. Large package $12,
small package $5.

Leora Hamada reported the results of the nomination
meeting for the 2010 Executive Council. Junko Kajita made a motion
to accept the entire slate, seconded by Betty Torio. Accepted.

2010 BWA Executive Council

Chair{s): Fumiko Ohara, Susan Moribe (contact person}, Miyoko
Yamanishi, Katsumi Kida
Recording Secretary: Chieko Moriyama
Corresponding Secretary:  Kiyoko Omori
Co-Treasurers: Betty Torio, Akie Tomiyama
Religious Chairperson: Naomi Himaka
Advisors; Rev. Yushi and Mika Mukajima, Kikuko Takashima,
Mary Yagura, Leora Hamada, Mary Suyenaga

The BWA Executive Coungil installation will occur on Ho-
Onko day, January 17,2010. Rev. Marvin Harada will be guest
speaker. There will also be a Temple New Year Party after the senvice.

Southern District Report

1. Monto Shikisho {report from Nov. 7): Mrs. Masada will mail
forms to each chapter requesting the number of Sunday School
teachers with 10 years of service or more.
2. Handling communications under emergency circumsiances.
Tabled, more study required.
3. Next representatives meeting and officer installation will be on
Jan. 23, 2010, 1:00 p.m. at Senshin Buddhist Temple.
4. Senshin will host the 2010 Southen District Conference on
June 12, 2010.

Sensei’'s Report

1. Rev. Mukojima supplied printed itineraries for the 2011 Shi-
nran Shonin Memorial Service in Kyoto and discussed the over-
all information with interested members. He also answered ques-
tions to further help in understanding the day to day schedules.
So far, there are approximately seven BWA members planning to
go on the trip.
2. Rev. Mukojima reminded everyone of the Year-end Service
starting at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 31. Sensei and Mika-san will serve
toshikoshi soba to everyone that attends. He also reminds us
that the ceremony at Shelter Island Friendship Bell has been
cancelled. '
3. 2010 Obon Service: Rev. Kakihara will be the Japanese
speaker.

Bonenkai

The following guest list is for the Bonenkai lunch on Dec. 20:
Rev. and Mika Mukojima and Kurumi-chan, Rev. Akira Hata, Rev.
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Jim Yanagihara and Boku, Rev. Jeanette Shin, Bill and Joyce
Teague, and Mai Kawaguchi.

There will be no meeting in the month of January. The
next meeting will be Feb. 7, 2010. Thank you Group “B" for the
delicious dessert. Group “C" will be responsible for the refresh-
ments in February.

DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

Thank you to Kris Tokunaga and Avis Honda for orga-
nizing and co-chairing the Dharma School Bowling activity on
November 29 at Keamny Mesa Bowl. Over 20 Dharma School
students and parents participated. It was fun watching the kids
cheer each other on and having a great time together!

At the Bodhi Day Service on December 6, the 3 and 4*
grade ciass chaired service and presented “The Life of the
Buddha.” The Sangha enjoyed the twist of having Hailey Sasaki
play the Buddha, or Princess Siddhartha. Thank you to Nancy
Martinez for the delicious “Putra the Panda” cookies the Dharma
School kids decorated for their Bodhi Day craft. And thank you to
the Jr. YBA for the delicious chow mein lunch.

On December 13, Dharma School students helped at
the temple’s annual Mochitsuki. Some students also attended the
Year-End Service on Thursday, December 31 and the New
Year's Day Service on Friday, January 1.

Regular Family Service and Dharma School will resume
on January 3. The Ho-Onko Service and temple New Year Party
will be held on Sunday, January 17.

There will be an informational meeting on Sunday, Jan-
uary 24 regarding the tentaive trip to the Jodo Shinshu Center
(JSC} in Berkeley on July 9-11, 2010. Ralph Honda has sent out
flyers to gauge interest.

Thank you to the Sangha, Rev. Mukajima, Rev. Hata,
Rev. Yangihara, organist Doreen Kamada-Fujii, and the Dharma
School teachers, staff, parents, and grandparents for supporting
the Dharma Schoo! in 2009. Your efforts benefit all of our children.

Happy New Year!
Gassho,
Ann Ong, Assistant Superintendent
YABA NEWS

It was a family affair as members and their children all
helped out with the temple Mochitsuki on December 13. While the
dads were helping with cooking, grinding and pounding, the moms
were helping with cutting, shaping and bagging the mochi. The
kids were helping out in all areas. Thanks for everyone’s efforts,

YABA will help coordinate the Kiku Gardens Senior
Luncheon on Friday, January 8. The featured menu item is
Spaghetti. Al senior citizens are invited to attend the luncheon
which runs from 11:30 a.m. fo 12:30 p.m. Donafion is $3. Kiku
Gardens is located at 1260 Third Avenue in Chula Vista. Thank
you to Shelley Sanders, Sharon Sasaki and Ralph Honda for
chairing the event.

The big fundraiser for 2010 will be the Spring Chow
Mein Luncheon that wilt be held on Sunday;-March. 14, following
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the Ohigan service. Tickets for the luncheon will go on sale to-
wards the end of January. YABA members will be approaching
volunteers to help with the luncheon. After many years of provid-
ing a great luncheon to the Sangha and community, the ABA has
passed the cooking duties and secrets to the YABA. We look
forward to continuing the deficious tradition handed down to us
by the ABA group.

2010 MAJOR SERVICES CALENDAR

The following is a list of major services, including guest
speaker, that BTSD will observe in 2010. Rev. Mukojima encau-
rages everyone to attend both the weekly Dharma School/Family
Service and our major services.

Jan. 17;  Ho-Onko (Rev. Marvin Harada, Orange County Buddhist Church).
Feb. 14 Nirvana Day {Rev. Akio Miyaji, Orange County Buddhist Church),
Mar. 14:  Spring Ohigan (Rev. William Briones, Los Angeles Befstin).
Apr. 11 Hanamatsuri (Rev. Kodo Umezy,

Center for Buddhist Education, Jodo Shinshu Center).
May 16: Gotan-E {Rev. Kosho Yukawa, Tacorna Buddhist Church).
Jul. 25: Obon {to be announced).
Sep. 19: Fall Ohigan {Rev. Naami Nakano, Gardena Buddhist Church).
Mov, 14: Eitaikyo {Rev. Patricia Usukd, San Femnando Buddhist Tempte)

The Shotuski Hoyo {monthly memorial) services will be
generally held on the first Sunday of the month (except for June
13, July 11, July 25, Sept. 12 and Oct. 10}.

The Gomeinichi (Shinran Shonin’s memorial), a Japa-
nese service, will be held on the sixteenth of each month.

Please check the calendar each month for updates.

TEMPLE NEW YEAR TRADITION

Start the New Year right by welcoming in the Year of the Tiger at
the Temple’s New Year Party. Following our Ho-Onko Service on
January 17, we will meet in the Annex Hall at noon fo foast the
New Year and enjoy a great lunch together.

We will aiso welcome and honor both our Temple eiders
and our newest members. Those who have reached the auspi-
cious age of 88 years or better, as well as those who have joined
the temple over the last year, will be our special guests.

Our ioast to the New Year will be with both sake and
sparkling cider. We will also hear the traditional recitation of a
classical poem in the Shigin style. This type of singing style trac-
es its origing to China. Individual songs called “gin" are often
sung at Buddhist ceremonies. We have a little entertainment
planned and a fun raffle.

For the lunchean, choose from a delicious Japanese
Bento (regular or vegetarian) or Child's Bento. Please send in the
reservation form included with this issue by January 11 with your
payment to secure a place at the party with your fellow Temple
members and friends. Sensei, Mika and Kurumi-chan hope to
see you there!




TEMPLE MEMBERSHIP
ANNUAL MEETING JANUARY 31

Rev. Yushi Mukojima and Board President Joyce
Teague invite all Temple members to the 2010 General
| Membership Meeting which will be held in the Annex Hall on
Il Sunday, Jan. 31, at 12 noon.
Our bylaws require that a letter announcing the
| annual meeting is received by members at least 10 days
I| prior to the meeting. Agenda items changes fo the bylaws,
i| reports on our 2009 activities, the fiscal year, New Heights
| Project fundraising, and approval of the 2010 Board of Direc-
| tors slate. The 2010 calendar of events and activities will
i| also be distributed.
We'll enjoy a potiuck luncheon during the meeting.
Il Please bring a favorite side dish to share. Board members
Il will provide the main dishes. Contact Operations chair Ralph
| Honda (rkhayh@aol.com) or call the office if you have any
|| questions. We look forward to your participation.

MAKING YOUR 2010 MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE

BTSD is accepting membership dues for 2010. We encour-
age current members and those who have been considering
membership to help the temple by submitting dues either in full or
in partial payment sooner, as opposed to later, in the New Year.

Why act now? When the temple receives your pledge,
the money goes to work immediately. It helps pay for the tem-
ple's daily operational costs {utilities and maintenance), salaries
for our paid staff, dues to the BCA, and insurance coverage.

If you have been attending services or our activities fre-
quently, or have a child enrolled in Dharma School classes
though you yourself are not yet a member, we encourage you to
finally make a commitment to the temple! Your pledge supports
the temple’s many services and programs.

Please fill out the pledge form included in this issue, in-
dicate the level at which you wish to contribute, and send it to the
office along with your payment.

Benefits include the temple’s monthly newsletier as well
as Whee! of Dharma, the monihly publication of the Buddhist
Churches of America. Membership also allows you to make use of
the temple's facilities for private functions. But most imporiantly, by
pledging your support of the temple, you help assure the spiritual
legacy of the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist tradition in San Diego.

Recently our Membership Committee has begun mak-
ing use of new software to record pledge payments and maintain
membership information. They are also rectifying membership
records and very much appreciate your patience as recordkeep-
ing continues to improve. Report any oversights to Ron Tokuna-
ga by leaving a message for him at the office. . i :
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“DEPARTURES” TO BE SCREENED FOR
ADULTS ON JAN. 24

The Temple will present a special screening of the
award-winning Japanese film DEPARTURES on Sunday, Jan, 24,
at 10:45 a.m. following the Family Service Dharma talk. The film
will be shown in the Annex Hall in lieu of an Adult Lecture which
normally is given while Dharma Schooal is in session. Rev. Muko-
jima will conduct a brief Q&A after the screening.

DEPARTURES (in Japanese: OKURIBITO) earned a
hast of awards including a Best Foreign Film Oscar in 2009. An
unlikely subject for a full-length movie, it is loosely based on the
book COFFINMAN by Shimon Acki, the autobiography of a
Buddhist man who stumbles into what society deems a distaste-
ful job choice, preparing the dead for cremation. The film does an
admirable job of transferring an unlikely and even taboo topic to
the big screen with considerable humor and dignity.

On reviewer wrote, “There's naturally a lot of death, but
Departures is also about the circle of life, family relationships, pride
in one's purpose, and all the messiness those things can bring.”

Though the film is not rated, the subject matter is ob-
viously not suitable for young children. Because it is a little over
two hours long, so Zenbu will provide some refreshments during
the presentation.

If you are interested in reading COFFINMAN, the BEC
Bookstore has copies in stock and will make them available at
the screening. It is transtated by the noted Jodo Shinshu scholar,
Taitetsu Unno. “In this spiritual autobiography, Acki chronicles
his progression from repulsion to a gradual realization of the
tranquility that accompanies
death. He assists the uninitiated in gaining an understanding of
the basic principles of Shin Buddhism and its concepts of death
and dying.”

Film trailer and more info: hitp://www.depariures-
themovie.com/

2010 BINGO DATES ARE SET

BTSD and Asian Pacific VFW Post 4851 will siage its fourth
year of Saturday night BINGO in the Annex Hall.

Here are the dates: Jan. 23, Feb. 27, March 27, April 24,
May 22, June 26, July 24, Aug. 28, Sept. 25, Oct. 30 and Nov. 27.

BINGO starts promptly at 6 p.m. Yet to be scheduled are a
handful of benefit dinners to be held in conjunction with BINGO. We'l
announce the dates early next year.

50/50 RAFFLE TIX ARE $20 THIS YEAR

Board members are now selling tickets for the annual
50/50 drawing fundraiser. The [ucky winner will take home half of
the total proceeds (potentially a $5,000 prize) from ticket sales.
The other half will help the temple fund its daily.operations.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The Buddhist Temple of San Diego and the Mukojima Family cordially invite our members and
friends to attend the Temple’s 2009 New Year Party following the Ho-Onko Service on Sunday,
January 17, at 12 noon in the Annex Hall. Our theme will be THE YEAR OF THE TIGER.

You may reserve a Bento lunch (regular or vegetarian, $15) or a Child’s Bento ($6). Our
program will include music, a slide show of 2009 temple highlights, a fun raffle and a few
surprises.

We would like to provide a complimentary Bento for our ministers; all temple members who
have attained (or who will attain this year) the venerable age of 88; and to any new individual
or family members who have joined the temple in the last year. We will have reserved seating
for our honorees and their families at the center tables with colored tablecloths. Though no
payment is necessary, we do ask that our honorees turn in a reservation if you plan to attend.

We sincerely hope you will be able to join us at the celebration. Please fill out and return the
form below, or call the office at 619/239-0896 to RSVP by Monday, Jan. 11.

Yours truly in gassho,

LUAnn Lee and Joyce Teague
Co-chairs, 2010 New Year Party

2010 “YEAR of the TIGER” LUNCH RESERVATION

Please fill out and mail this form with payment in the enclosed envelope by Monday,
January 11. All orders must be paid for in advance.

Name(s) Phone
Please reserve: __ regular bento ($15) __ vegetarian bento ($15) __ child’s bento ($6)
Total bentos ordered: Total enclosed: $

I am “"88 & Great!” and will attend, so please reserve a complimentary bento for me.

I/we became new members in 2009 and will attend the party, so please reserve the
complimentary bento(s) indicated above.
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This year, the donation for the drawing is just $20 per
ticket. Only 500 tickets have been printed, so depending on fotal
sales, each purchase has at least a one-in-500 chance of being
the winning ticket!

Raffle chair is Ken Muraoka with the assistance of
Steve Marx and Nancy Martinez. Sales will continue until March
27, 2010, during the BTSD/VFW Bingo Night halftime.

MOCHITSUKI REPORT

Co-chair Glenn Negoro and | wish to thank all of the
Sangha and friends who participated and supported the annual
Mochitsuki on Sunday, Dec. 13.

Mochitsuki is the single temple event that brings togeth-
er people of all ages to take part in a day of hard work and great
socializing while producing the traditional Japanese New Years
treat, mochi.

The crew washed and cooked 800 pounds of mochi-
gome (swest rice), producing approximately 1,200 pounds.

After a hard day's work all of the volunteers were
treated to a delicious lunch provided by the volunteers who pre-
pared and brought their tasty favorite dish to share.

The temple is very grateful to the families and friends
who gave a monetary donation for the purchase of mochitsuki
supplies. Among these were: BTSD ABA, BTSD Dharma School,
Anonymous Donor, Holly Hidinger, Avis and Breven Honda, Miki
Honda, Gale Kaneshiro, Michael and Yasuko Kinoshita, Toshiko
Koshigoe, Harold and LuAnn Lee, Michael Moribe, Ken Muraoka
and Sharyn Kang-Muracka, George and Chiyo Masumoto, Asako
Morinaka, Glenn and Keiko Negoro, Janet Ochi-Fontanott (in
memory of Hideo and Kiyoke Ochi), Jeff and Kathy Sakai, Wilbur
and Janice Shigehara, Kelvin Tanaka and Lara Dean, Bill and
Joyce Teague, Steven and Akie Tomiyama, Motoo and Angie
Tsuneyoshi, Ruth Voorhies,Susan and L.ee Moribe, and Tom and
Sumi Yanagihara. Our gratitude for these generous donations.

Last month's event did have an unexpected problem:
we came up short on orders. To accommodate those whose or-
ders we were not able to full as promised, a “Mini Mochitsuki®
was held the following Sunday, Dec. 20. We appreciate every-
one’s efforts in volunteering their time on such short notice. We
steamed 150 pounds of mochigome and produced 225 pounds of
mochi. All of the back orders were filled, making our customers
very happy.

Combining the two events, 950 pounds of mochigome
produced 1,425 pounds of mochi. Despite double work, the mo-
chitsuki was very successful.

Thank you very much for helping out and patronizing
the BTSD Mochitsuki.

Gassho,
Ralph Honda and Glenn Negoro

BTSD BUSSEI SCRIPT
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OSEIBO APPRECIATION
In Japan, a customary year-end expression of thank you
for services rendered known as Oseibo is often given. The Tem-
ple wishes to acknowledge the Sangha and friends—listed else-
where in this issue—for their thoughtful donations received for
the temple’s year-end Oseibo.

In December, Oseibo gifts were presented to Rev. Yu-
shi Mukejima and office secretary Ms. Mai Kawaguchi who main-
tain the daily operations of the temple. Gifts were also presented
to associate ministers Rev. Akira Hata and Rev. Jim Yanagihara
as well as Mr. Masancbu Kinjo and Mr. Masa Ozaki who take
care of garden maintenance at the temple and the minister’s res-
idence respectively.

Benson, John
Cheeks, Sumie
D'Orsi, Ruby
Dean, Lara
Dutton, Jeanette
Easter, Yuki
Estes, Carol
Guiang, Cynthia
Hagio, Leo
Hashiguchi, John
Hatada, Kengo
Hendrix, Hiroko
Hidinger, Holly
Honda, Mikiye
Honda, Ralph
Honda, Yoshiko
Ishino, Isabel
Jensen, Richard
Kaneshiro, Gale
Kashima, Jeanie
Kasubuchi, Naoye
Katsuda, Jo Ann Akiko
Kawamoto, Yukio
Kawasaki, Toshiko
Kawasaki, Trace
Kida, James
Kirby, Keiko
Kiyono, Kazuo
Nogata, Sumihiro
Ochi, K. Kay
Ochi, Kayoko
QOchi-Watsaon, Shiriey
Ochi-Fontanott, Janet
Cng, Mike
Osaki, Earl
Otsuiji, Ayako
Otsuiji, Dennis
Oyama, Rodney
Sakai, Jeffery
Schraeder, Susan
Sekishiro, Ben
Seymour, Leslie

Stivers-Liong, Teresa __
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Sugiyama, Yukiko
Sumida, Floyd
Suyenaga, Mary
Takashima, Wilbur
Tanaka, Sallie
Tanizaki, Mary
Teague, Bill
Tomiyama, Sayoko
Tomiyama, Steve
Tario, Betiy
Tsubakihara, George
Tsuji, Frederick0
Tsuneyoshi, Motoo
Tsurudome, Peggy
Yagade, Jane
Yagi, Chiyeko
Yamamoto, June
Yamamoto, Koichi
Yamamoto, Sachio
Yamanishi, Miyoko
Yanagihara, Tom
Yoshioka, Adele

NEW HEIGHTS FUNDRAISING

Last month, the New Heights fundraising campaign en-
tered its final year of solicitation.

| would like to take the opportunity to thank all of the
donors who have contributed aver the past four years o making
this project a reality. Your support is truly appreciated. And 1 ask
Sangha members and friends who have yet to contribute to
please consider making a gift and joining the effort.

in last month's Bussei Script, | presented a letter o the
Sangha, asking for your considerations of donations before 2009
drew to a close.

The response was positive. The temple received over
$3,000 in new gifts from participating and new donars.

| would like to acknowledge the newest donors to the
New Heights Campaign:

Ben and Lillian Sekishiro
So Yamada
Family of Mrs. Yoshiko Nakamura
(in memory of Mrs. Yoshiko Nakamura)

During January, year-end statements will be sent to donors who
contributed in 2009. Also, a comprehensive report will be availa-
ble to the Sangha at the General Membership Meeting on Sun-
day, January 31.
Thank you very much for your continued support as the
temple ascends fo New Heights.
Gassho,
Ralph Honda, General Chairman

BTSD BUSSE| SCRIPT
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BTSD’S SPRING 2011 JAPAN TOUR

As announced earlier, Rev. Mukgjima is coordinating
with Kintetsu Travel Agency to arrange our Sangha’s participa-
tion in Shinran Shonin’s 760" Memorial Service in Kyoto. The
ten-day trip is set for May 13-22, 2011. Tour leaders will be Rev.
Mukojima and Rev. and Mrs. Miyaji, and traveling companions
will be members of the Vista Buddhist Temple and the Orange
County Buddhist Church.

The trip includes airfare, double-occupancy hotel ac-
commadations, ground trangportation, English-speaking tour
guide, memorial service registration, all entrance fees listed in
the itinerary, and most meals. Besides the memorial and accom-
panying ceremonies, stops will include visits to renowned sights
in Kyoto, Nara, the Kii Peninsula (Wakayama area), Shirahama
and Osaka. Some tour members plan to extend their visit in Ja-
pan once the tour is completed and Kintetsu can make all these
arrangements.

Though a tentative itinerary is now available, not all
details are firmed up yet. According to Miyaji Sensei, Kintetsu is
still working to reduce costs by adjusting the number of set meals,
for instance. So the final cost of the trip has not yet been set and
will be determined in part by the dollar-yen ratio and the number
of participants.

ft is not too late to sign up for the trip! You do not actual-
ly have to make a commitment until a travel deposit is requested
sometime in 2010! Rev. Mukojima suggests this is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity and is encouraging as many as possible to
make a special effort to participate. Piease contact Sensei for
details, {619} 239-0896 or yushi_mukojima@bisd.net.

Dear Sangha and Zenbu Friends,

1 may have accidentally donated a family heir-
loom to Ohon Again Shop—a haori {jacket}
which had belonged to my husband’s grand-
mother. It is black silk, formal, with a mon
{family crest) of a stylized butterfly. If | recall
correctly, the butterfly was made with folding
fans.
if you purchased this, know somebody
who may have purchased it, or even remem-
ber seeing it, please let me know. t would like
to buy it back, or trade for another haori.
Thank you!
Gassho, Kaytee Sumida




To the Entire Sangha Members
Thank you very much for your friendship and support in the past year.
Wighing you and your loved ones the best for a wonderful 20101
Namo Amida Butsu
Rev. Yugshi, Mika and Kurumi Mukojima

NEW YEAR GREETINGS ﬁ@%ﬁ%

To our Sangha members and Dharma friends:
Happy New Year and the best of health for 2010.
We are thankful for all of your friendships throughout the n
Piease take care of yourseives and try to stay healtl
In Gassho, John and Tsune Hashiguchi

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
from the members of Asian Pacific VFW Post 4851

Dear Sangha members and Dharma friends,
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Thank you for always sharing your kindness and friendships.
We hope that 2010 continues to be very meaningful
in the true spirit and compassion of Amida Buddha.
Gassho, Ralph, Avis and Breven Honda

Wishing everyone a roaring Tiger year!

tl;:r i
Gratefully in gassho,
Bill & Joyce Teague

Happy New Year!
Glad to see the dawn of another year.
Grateful for the kindness of my minister, family and friends.
In gassho, Ritsuko Nabeta

Best Wishes for a Fruitful Year!

We appreciate your ongoing support.
Board of Directors
Japanese American Historical Society of San Diego

Wishing everyone
a provperoies and kealthy
Yer o the Tger
banpar,
v \Jiwe and Bokr




BUDDHIST TEMPLE OF SAN DIEGO
) ip Pledge for 2

NAME: BIRTH DATE

SPOUSE NAME: BIRTH DATE

ADDRESS: CiTY: STATES: ___ZiF:
PHONE :({ ) - CELL PHONE :( ) -

E-MAIL: OCCUPATION

Membarghip Pledge: The tfemple has an annual campalgn to raise funds that go towards ihe Operating
Budget. This budget pays for ministerial salary, programs, utiiifies, maintenance and the day-to-day expenses of
running the temple. This tiered membership offers members the opporiunity 1o choose their level of donation.

Sustaining Dang Wisteria Bodhi
individual/Senon/Youth Member Member Member Meinher
al/Senior/Yolit
(ANl ages) $250.00 $500.00 | |3
S e A S S T S s i s mm‘
Couple / Family $400.00 $600.00 $1000.00 | {$
Optional: Serior Reduced Cost [ g1o5 00 |
gs ]yrs and older) - $1
ptional: Youth Reduced Cost [ gyos 00

(30 yrs and younger) 12800 | 3
Recommended Annual Donations (Optional):
FLORAL OFFERING FUND (Suggested annual donation of $80)

The fund helps defray cost of regular fresh flowers for the onaifin (altar). 3
GENERAL MAINTENANGE FUND (Suggested annual donation of $30)

The fund helps provide upkeep of the Temple properties, i
SCHOLARSHIP FUND (Suggested annual donation of $20)

The fund rewards members' deserving high schaol graduates and college students. §
DHARMA'SCHOOL (Suggested annuel donation of $20}

This fund helps the Dharma School, which does not conduct jundraisers, 3

1o sustain Its activities. ‘

Total amount
Pleass Indicate payment schedule: Amount enclosed 8
—Annually Semi annuallly Quarterly Monthly
To use credit card;
—__ Viga Mastercard Acct#: Expires (MM/YY):

Aythorized signature (if charging):
Billing address i different from above: Zip

F:éza;e rnak_e: your check payable to the .Bucidhis’( Tempie of 8an Disgo. A perceniage of your dues supporis
ve ar,SUdthSl_Gburches of America’anc_i is remifted annuaily to the BCA via ihe Temple. Benefits include a
subscription to the BCA publication Wheel of Dharma and our own montfily newsletier, Bussei Script.

THANK YOU! Malling Address To Send Your Pledges: Buddhist Temple of San Diego
2029 Market Street

= , San Diego, Galifornia 92102

i or any questions about membership. please call the Temple at 618-238-0896 or send inauires

0 the Membership Chair at Info@btsd.nei. '



The Temple and Sangha offers sincere condolences to the family and friends of

Mr. Dennis Masao Morinaka (June 15, 1945~ November 30, 2009)
Mr. Kasuke Ogata (November 1, 1928 ~ December 3, 2009)

SHOTSUKI HOYO LIST FOR JANUARY

The January Shotsuki Hoyo (MEMORIAL SERVICE) wili be held Sunday, January 3, 20010 at 10:00 a.m. in conjunction with the Family Service. Families and frignds OF ANYONE WHO
PASSED AWAY DURING THE MONTH OF January are urged lo attend and offer incense. If there are any errors in the list, please notify the temple at (619) 239-0886 or e-mail
info@bisd.nat
AHAEEE R 30, Fii 108800 AMIE L —HfF o ET. RUHEFOEE, JFEOF «EE, TEFERGZLEL LI
HEICEVTRHSIBS, LSS TIlRE L THEEY, (619)239-0896, /21, info@btsd.nes

DECEASED FAMILY MEMBER DECEASED _ FAMILY MEMBER
Kotake Kondo {(1-14-1923) ......cccreevrnee. Fumiko Yamashita Tomo Sawasali (1-14-1983)...................... Takashi Sawasaki

Mitsuko Kuwada (1 -28-1938) .ccc.covvvnrrirenn. Kanji Kuwada Jon Konishi (1-18-1983)............ werenenStEVEN KoMish
Sutematsu Iwata (1-4-1941)........ v TRFUKD lwala Nobuo Honda (1-31-1984) ........ coeeneenn AMY Honda
Tsunekichi Higuchi (1-7-1942) .... ... Higuehi Family lkuyo Takeshita (1-5-1985)....... .....Akira Takeshita
Jiro Niizawa (1-13-1942) ....cvvvvrrrecerre e KaZUO KiyOno Oshig Shimizu (1-1-1988} ......... e SeISUKD Yada
Cho-saburo Yamashita (1-27-1954)........ Emiko Yamashita Shizuko Shimizu {1-11-1989)...cereerrerecrmierees Shimizu Family
Tayo Ouchi (1-8-1956) .....courvrcrremrecrnrserionnns Hirake Ouchi Shigeru Tabata (1-20-1988)....coccerecieninnrinns Takako Tabata
Bili Koga (1-22-1986) ....ovevevcvrennisnisirmoreeessninns Irene Koga Harry Shiotani (1-24-1 981)....... ... Steven Shiotani
Matsuno Fujimato {1-5-1957) Mitsurs Amano Toshizo Ozaki (1-3-1932).ccvecciescremreireans Ozaki Family
Chiyono Tomiyama (1-15-1957) ........... Sayoko Tomiyama Nchoru Nakada (1-18-1993) .... ceerreenerinens Ted Nakada
Hisaichi Taniguehi (1-31-1959} ....covevuae Wilbur Takashima Elaine Matsumoto Barrett {1- 26 1993)................... Lisa Miller
Mitsuyashi Shindo (1-14-1 959) .....ccvvvecriiens Jimmy Kimura Setsuko Uchida (1-24-1992) coveer i Kashima Family
Telichiro Miyoshi (1-4-1960)............ ... Miyoshi Familly Masako Nadahara (1-12-1994). ... Madoka Nadahara
Usaburo Bo (1-26-1961) covcevenranniiinninns Masako Nagata Frank T. Torio {1-6-1995).... .Juliana M. Torio

Shaokichi Kodama (1-21-1961) .cccovevivinrirnans Masako Uyeit Chieno Okuma Moribe {1- 20 1995) cemneennienns 88 Moribe
Nobuo Hagic {1-6-1961}......... ...Leo Hagio Telsuyo Kashima (1-4-1996).... " ....Jeanie Kashima
Harue Clumura {1-19-1982).....ccvvcrivins Furme Yamashita Frank Akira Kajita (1-6-1998)............ ...‘.........Maﬁko Kaiita
Shigeko Takeguchi (1-24-1962)....... Masashige Takeguchi Kesao Muragka (1-28-1997) ..., ceeeeenee Yaishiko Muraoka
Satoru Hata {(1-25-1963) .ovovveneneveraenans Leora Hamada Kiyoko Santchigashi (1-3- 1998) ... Santohigashi Family
Masakichi Saito (1-30-1984) .....ccveriiannrres Takashi Saito Haruko Igucht (1-15-1998} ............ vermeennerennnenns NEQ Iguchi

Hashio Yonekura {1-4-1969) ........ooconvin Yongkura Family George Furuya (1-16-1998)...... ... George Furuya Jr.
Teshiko Funaki {1-18-1971)....... oo ELUNEKT Family Yukiko Wutzke {1-14-1 999)....... e Steven Wutzke
Nui Monji (1-25-1939)..... +onee. [iyOShE Moniji Miwako Kosaka {1-19-1999) ....ccovivmimannninnnne: Emi Killeri
SojiroTorimaru (1- 18-1973) e Otsuka Family Kazumi Yamada {1-20-1999)....cccoorevrreneecennnn. Kathiy Olsen
Kiyotaka Kusumoto (1-8-1973) ............. Yoshlko Kusumoto Robhie Jon Nishiguchi (1 ~5~2001) .......... Nushlguchl Family
Shinhichi Kawamoto {1-16-1974)...........Umeko Kawamato Seiji Saito (1-7-2001) ..ccvvecarscr e nennnnnsnn. Ayako Saito
Hisayo Ogawa {1-22-1975) ..o Jane Yagade Takenori Ohara {1-28-2001)..... ....‘......Fumiko Ohara
Hachiro Honda (1-5-1976).......... -....Honda Family Sumiko Kendall {1-1-2003) ..c..ovcvvervniinnns Bennie P. Kendall
Moteo Kabayashi (1-16-1976).... ... Wayne Takuya Mitsuko Kodama (1-11-2004)......cccerinnnnas Saburo Kodama
Mitsutaro Shimizu (1-25-1976)... «....3etsuko Yada Yoshiko N. Kusumoto (1-31-2004)............. Chiyo Nakagawa
Mitsuyo Urata (1-2-1977) coooeecvrinierennnn, EWard Urala ~ Sumiko Tsubakihara (1 31-2005)George Shuichi Tsubakihara
Kuni Kawamoto (1-12-1978) ...cc.ccorvvicvsveenrenennn. KIKU KOG Harry Yamada {1-8-2006) ....c....ccouvvenivrrenenn Y@Mada Family
Saye Tsurudome (1-28-1978) ............... Mitsuo Tsurudome Kimie Fukamizu {1-18- 20{36) ............. ....Flochelie Carroll
Seki Kawasaki (1-30-1943)........ seeeeeeemene. KisBYE Ohara Pro Takanori Nimura {1-28-2006) .... v SabUTO NitnUra
Kiyo Muragka (1-10-1973 .ocoeciniinriiinns Yoko Shinchara isen iguchi (1-05-2007).... . .. Ned Iguchi
Ryu Yonekura (1-3-1980)........ccooovernvnnnnr.. YoOnekura Family Yoshinobu Sueyoshi (1- 02-2008) ........ Annle Yumlko Gristina
Harry Matsumato (1-8-1982).......eeeves Suyeno Matsumoio Osao Himaka {1-31-2008).....c.coocereremrerreceens Setsuko Himaka

Claude Holt (1-30-1981}....convivirsiiniinsernceneens John Holt
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

HO-ONKO SERVICE, NEW YEAR PARTY ARE
JANUARY 17

Qur Ho-Onko Service will be held on Sunday, Jan. 17, 2009, at 10:00 a.m. Ho-Onko, “a gathering |
| 10 express our gratitude,” is a special service in memory of the founder of Jodo Shinshu, Shinran Shonin, who |
| died Jan. 16, 1262, As followers of Shinran's teachings, we gather each January to express our thanks that |
| we are able to receive and share the Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha. The guest speaker for the |

service will be Rev. Marvin Harada of the Orange County Buddhist Church.

[Please note that the January Shotsuki Hoyo (Memorial Service} will be held Sunday, January 3, in |

conjunction with the Family Service.]

Qur annual New Year Party will be held immediately following the Ho-Onko Service. Let's

| all get together to usher in the New Year! A delicious bento lunch (regular or vegetarian) is

| available for $15 per person. Like last year, we also offer a child's chicken bento for $6. Lunches

| must be reserved and paid for in advance. Please use the reservation form included with this issue.
| Deadline for reservations is Sunday. January 10.

We welcome each and every one of you to the special service and the New Year Party.
| For your convenience, envelopes for a Ho-Onko offering and your New Year Party reservation are
included with this mailing.






