
   

LET US LIVE IN THE PURE LAND! 
By Rev. Yushi Mukojima, Resident Minister 

Obon season is here! Because of the Obon Service, gravesite visita-
tions and the Obon festival, it is the busiest and most lively time of the 
year. 

The other day, we finished Omigaki—washing and polishing the But-
sugu, the Buddhist ornaments in the Onaijin (inner altar)—with the great 
help of the Fujinkai (Buddhist Women’s Association) and other volunteers. 
I can’t express my feeling of great refreshment, despite being soaked with 
sweat, after carefully cleaning every corner of the Onaijin. When I look at 
the Onaijin right after Omigaki has restored its brilliance, I know that Obon 
season has come. 

At our temple, Obon is the second most-attended service after Ha-
namatsuri which celebrates the birth of Shakyamuni Buddha. For the fami-
ly who have lost someone dear in the year since the last Obon, it is the 
first Obon they celebrate with a feeling of great loneliness for the loss of 
their loved one. 

But there are many others who attend Obon Service who have not 
suffered a recent loss. These include the family experiencing their very 
first Obon and those who haven’t attended any services for a while. There 
are also college students who left San Diego for school but who show up 
to visit during their summer break. All of these people come to the temple 
to place their hands together in the presence of Amida Buddha to express 
their gratitude to their predecessors. 

Certainly Obon Service provides an informal reunion where we enjoy 
seeing one another again after a time apart. But Obon is also a precious 
Dharma opportunity for each Nembutsu follower to reaffirm the way to the 
Pure Land, listening to the loud voice of the Nembutsu resounding 
throughout the Hondo. 

Each Obon, when the Hondo is full of people and I hear the Sangha’s 
chanting and recitation of the Nembutsu, I cannot help but think that it is 
as if Shakyamuni Buddha and Shinran Shonin lead us by the hand to the 
Pure Land, the spiritual home for our lives. 

As everyone knows, there is the Eko-mon: Gan ni shi ku doku / Byo-
do se issai / Do hotsu bodai shin / Ojo anrakkoku, which we chant in un-
ison at the end of the Sutra. Eko-mon means a verse expressing the inten-
tion of transferring one’s merit to others. It is the very famous verse from 
“Kangyo-sho,” the commentary on the Meditation Sutra, written by Shan-
tao, one of the Seven Pure Land Masters in the Jodo Shinshu tradition. 

As the Eko-mon comes at the very end of the Sutra, I think that it may 
signal to you that the Sutra is about to end. Because of this, I can hear 
your voices grow louder at that point especially after chanting the long 
Sutra. I guess you may be thinking, “Ah, it’s finally ended!” 

However, even if I lead the Sangha in other Sutras, many of you can 
chant the Eko-mon without looking at the Sutra book. That we are able to 
chant it together loudly at the end is my greatest pleasure. 

“Eko” means “to transfer” and Eko-mon translates as, May this merit-
virtue / Be shared equally with all beings. / May we together awaken the 
Bodhi Mind, / And be in the realm of Serenity and Joy. 

 

In general Buddhism, it is thought this verse is for the sake of the de-
ceased in which accumulated merit transfers of one’s chanting saves them. 

However, in Jodo Shinshu, Sutra chanting is not done for the sake for 
the deceased. It is an important daily practice to praise the virtue of Amida 
Buddha and rejoice in the Primal Vow which is the working of Amida 
Buddha’s wisdom and compassion directed at each one of us. Therefore, 
in Jodo Shinshu, the Eko-mon can be interpreted this way: Let us share 
the virtue of Nembutsu with all sentient beings equally, without discrimina-
tion, entrusting ourselves completely to the Primal Vow, and walking to-
gether the way to birth in the Pure Land! It expresses the spirit of Ma-
hayana Buddhism precisely. 

There are some misguided beliefs about Buddhism during Obon sea-
son, even within our Sangha. Some mistakenly think that all Buddhist 
observances are for the sake of the deceased. There might be some fami-
lies which believe that deceased loved ones come back to them once a 
year at Obon. Thus they make bountiful offerings of food and drink at the 
Obutsudan (family altar) to welcome the ghosts of their predecessors, and 
chant the Sutra for the benefit of the deceased, striking the bell more fre-
quently than they ordinarily would. 

Some believe that in Buddhism, the deceased becomes a Buddha 
and that the Pure Land is the merely a world for the dead. Therefore, they 
conclude that the teaching of Buddhism and the Pure Land have nothing 
to do with their lives in the present. But their understanding is quite differ-
ent from the original teachings of Buddhism. 

Shinran Shonin accepts the Pure Land of Utmost Bliss in his writing, 
“Notes on Essentials of Faith Alone,” as follows: The land of bliss is the 
Pure Land of happiness, where there are always countless joys and never 
any suffering mingled with them. He also writes in “The Hymns of the Pure 
Land Masters,” For sentient beings of extreme evil, profound and im-
mense / There is no other way; / Wholeheartedly saying the name of Ami-
da, / We will be born into the Pure Land. 

Namely, Shinran says, No matter how hard we try to practice, as we 
cannot attain Buddhahood on our own power, we should entrust ourselves 
completely to the Primal Vow of Amida Buddha and live our lives with the 
Pure Land where our lives will return as our spiritual home. 

He also, Being born in the Buddha-land of happiness / Is the path to 
ultimate attainment of Buddhahood; / All the Buddhas acclaim the Pure 
Land, / For birth there is the unsurpassed means. 

In this hymn, Shinran praises for their virtues all Buddhas who are worried 
that we regard the Pure Land merely as a world for the deceased. He praises 
all Buddhas who encourage us to take the path to birth in the Pure Land by 
reminding us, “The Pure Land is the spiritual home for those now living.” 

Thus, not only Shakyamuni Buddha and Shinran Shonin, but all Budd-
has teach us to “Live with the Pure Land as our destination,” and we are 
shown clearly the path we should take to the Pure Land. The Pure Land is 
not far away. If we open our Dharma Eyes, we can see that the Pure Land is 
actually here and now. If we could see the world with Enlightened Eyes, we 
would see a pure world without affliction; a world that transcends love and 
hatred; a world where all life shines, for all life is revealed to be precious.                                                                           

                                                                          (Sensei’s Message: Continued on Page 3) 
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(Sensei’s Message: Continued from Page 1) 

Living without true awareness, we live selfishly, just consuming that 
which we need, excluding from our lives those things that are inconvenient. 
We hurt others and may even hurt ourselves. When we live with a pers-
pective of the Pure Land, we, of course, continue to live our lives in the 
physical world. Yet we begin to see clearly that it is difficult, if not impossi-
ble, to rid our minds of our self centeredness. 

But to take the way to the Pure Land as Jodo Shinshu teaches us is 
to live our lives humbly while reflecting upon true ourselves. When we 
perceive the true world known as the Pure Land, we can begin to see our 
own lies and self-delusions. In other words, a person who truly sees his 
ego-nature has begun to enter the true world where the ego-nature is 
revealed to be of no substance and no consequence. 

Although we sincerely want to live with our mind and heart in the Pure 
Land, we continue to live in the darkness of self-centered passion, losing 
our direction. In such an unstable life, what should we entrust? 

Shinran Shonin answers this question clearly: “There is no one but 
Amida Buddha who really knows and understands our true nature and 
who shows the direction which we should take in life.” 

Amida Buddha is always guiding us towards the true world by calling 
to us from the world of enlightenment. That calling voice is the Nembutsu, 
“Namo Amida Butsu,” which is Amida Buddha’s great compassion. Living 
with the Nembutsu, we are nurtured by the Nembutsu and we live moving 
in the direction of the Pure Land…that true world where our selfish, ego-
nature is revealed to be of no substance and no consequence. 

To take the way of birth in the Pure Land means not to look at the 
Pure Land as it relates to the deceased, but as a world with an immediate 
connection to those of us who are alive. 

The Pure Land of Utmost Bliss is the world in which we are living at 
present. It is the world of freedom which has no comparison and the world 
of equality which never allows us to think that “I alone” is a superior being. 
It is the true world which transcends the selfishness which is the root of 
our suffering. 

In welcoming in the Obon season, we learn how important it is to live 
in the world (Pure Land) of Amida Buddha’s wish (Primal Vow) and not to 
live in the world (delusion) of our wish (desire). Let us live in strength and 
joy, chanting the spirit of Eko-mon together loudly! In Gassho, 
    

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Michael Kinoshita 

 

I look back at what my goals as President would be for the Temple 
and I think…Boy, I still have a lot of work to do and so little time to do it in 
before the end of the year!   

I apologize for not being able to complete some of the tasks that I set 
out to do. For the remainder of my term, I will continue to try to address 
the goal I stated to develop long range plan. I have not been able to spend 
much time on this but I will continue to pursue this even after the next 
year. 

August brings us to the end of summer and soon the beginning of the 
Dharma School year.  I encourage everyone to get involved with the Tem-
ple in the month of August. Even though we do not have any services 
scheduled, there are still many activities.  

The Rummage Sale is on Saturday and Sunday, August 13 & 14. 
There are many opportunities prior to the event to help—sorting, etc., and 
also during the event. The Rummage Sale takes a lot of volunteers to 
make it run smoothly so I hope that you can help out during this time.  

Our Temple annual golf tournament is also on Sunday, August 28 at 
Eastlake Country Club.  This is a time for golfers and pseudo-golfers to 
have some fun out on the course. Even if you do not golf, you can go and 
socialize with the group. 

I look forward to seeing you and as always, feel free to write or speak 
to me about any concerns or issues that affect the Temple. Gassho. 

 
 

 

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 
 

On July 14, 2011, the Board of Directors met and the following items were 
discussed: 
1. Sincere condolences to the family of the late Rev. Hosho Shindo, Gar-
dena Buddhist Church, who passed away July 3.  
2. The Board authorized expenses associated with Rev. Mukojima's par-
ticipation in the Summer Fuken in Seattle. 
3. The estimated year-end deficit for the Temple's Operating Account is 
projected to be $6,000. Expenses must be reduced and revenues in-
creased. Membership goals need to be met. 
4. 180-200 people attended the Japanese movie screening as a Japan 
Relief fundraiser on July 9.  BTSD co-sponsored the event with nine other 
organizations, raising over $6,000 to aid Japan’s earthquake/tsunami 
victims. 
5. The Board ratified the Executive Board's action to accept the Temple 
Affairs Committee's recommendation for a 4% salary increase for Rev. 
Mukojima. The increase was in alignment with BCA guidelines. 
6. The Board ratified the Executive Board's action to approve Eric An-
drews as a temporary administrator of the temple’s Facebook page so that 
he can help publicize the Bon Odori.   
7. The Board gave approval for Sangha volunteers to fulfill Rev. Shin’s 
request that the temple send a care package to a deployed soldier who 
requested one.  
8. Buddhist Education Committee was pleased to announce a seminar to 
be offered by Socho Koshin Ogui on October 15.  Socho will be in San 
Diego to officiate the Kieshiki in conjunction with the temple's 85th Anni-
versary. 
9. Rev. Motoyoshi, formerly of Hawaii, has been assigned to Stockton 
Buddhist Temple. Rev. Takata, also formerly of Hawaii, will become the 
Resident Minister of the Arizona Buddhist Temple. 

 

BWA REPORT FOR JULY 
There was no June meeting. Highlights of the July 10 meeting:  
1. Mrs. Ohara reported on the Japan trip for the Shinran 750th Anniversary. 
She and Kaytee Sumida participated in the Engi ceremony as the repre-
sentatives of the BTSD. 
2. The BWA thanked Sensei for the omiage from Japan, Habutai mochi, 
which was enjoyed by the helpers on Bazaar prep day. 
3. Mrs. Ohara thanked the members who made a sample bento for the 
Bon Odori meeting on June 29. Temple orgs will put together 550 bentos 
at $10 each to sell on July 30. The BWA will make nimono, hijiki and ta-
mago-maki. 
4. A koden will be sent to the family of the late Rev. Hosho Shindo of Gar-
dena Buddhist Church. 
5. Mrs. Yamanishi, chair of Bazaar sushi, thanked all who helped. All 350 
boxes, 50 chirashi, and 8 rolls of maki were sold. 
6. The BWA will send flowers to the Nagasaki Kenjinkai memorial service 
on July 23. 
7. Following the Obon Service, Sensei and Mika-san will serve somen as 
a thank you to the Sangha for its support. 
8. BWA will donate $300 to the temple for its 85th anniversary celebration. 
Anyone who hasn’t yet participated in an affirmation ceremony is encour-
aged to sign up for the Kieshiki to receive their Buddhist name. 
9. Sensei attended the So. District BWL delegates meeting on June. 
10. Akie Tomiyama reported Sensei’s keynote address was informative 
and well-received at the So. District Conference. The next delegates 
meeting will be Sept. 24 in West L.A. Sue Moribe and Mrs. Ohara will 
attend and others are welcome. 
11.  Naomi Himaka will chair the holiday candy sale. Quantity to order will 
be determined at the Sept. meeting. 
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12.  San Jose Betsuin will host the BCAFBWA delegates meeting on Oct. 
13. Registration is $40. Anyone interested in attending should contact Mrs. 
Ohara by Sept. meeting. 
14.  The 15th World Conference will be held in Toronto, May 15-16, 2015. 
15.  The BWA is happy to host a 3rd birthday party for Kurumi-chan on Aug. 
16 at 12 noon. Mrs. Ohara and Kikue Graeber will co-chair. The toban 
chairs will contact members to organize side dishes to a hot dog lunch. 
 

ABA NEWS 

On July 2, we had a nice turnout for our ABA dinner meeting at Island 
Style Cafe. Everybody enjoyed the food, and the special rate that ABA 
charged us. So we thank ABA and our treasurer for the treat.   

We would like to thank Sensei for the sweets that he brought for us 
from his trip to Japan. We all enjoyed it at our dinner meeting. 

Obon practices have started, and hope some of us can still dance on 
the 30th at the Bon Odori. 

Some of us will be able to help the Temple for the Rummage Sale in 
August. Hope to see you there. 

Our next meeting will be a breakfast at Jimmy’s Restaurant in Chula 
Vista on Sept. 3 at 9 a.m.  Let Motoo know if you will be coming. 
 

DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS 
   

On June 26, 39 Dharma School students and parents attended ser-
vice at Gardena Buddhist Church. Following the visit, everyone had a 
great time at Knott’s Berry Farm! Thank you to Avis for making the ar-
rangements and purchasing the tickets.   

The 2011-2012 Dharma School planning meeting was held on Satur-
day, July 9, at the temple. Officers were nominated and elected, and 
teachers were assigned to classes. The Dharma School Staff and Teach-
ers are as follows: 

 Superintendent  Avis Honda 
 Asst. Superintendent Ann Ong 
 Recording Secretary Jamie Shimizu 
 Corresponding Secretary Karen Okuhara  
 Treasurer   Roy Okuhara 
 Parent-Teacher Council Lorin Sasaki 
 Birthday Committee Laura Henschen 
 Bulletin Board   -- 
 Newsletter  Discontinued (6th-8th grade class 

    may take over) 
 Organist   Doreen Kamada-Fujii, Ann Ong 
 Obon Music Chairperson Junko Kajita 
  
 Pre-Kindergarten (Rm 3) Sue Moribe, Trina Okita 
 Grades 1 and 2 (Rm 8) Laura Henschen, Avis Honda 
 Grades 3-4-5 (Rm 6 & 7) Arlene Shimizu, Glenn Torio,  
    Jamie Shimizu 
 Grades 6-7-8 (Rms 1 & 2) Sharon Sasaki, Lorin Sasaki 
 Grades 9-12 (Conf. Rm) Roy Okuhara, Richard Matsumoto 

 

The Obon Service was held on July 24, with Rev. George Matsu-
bayashi addressing the Dharma School. Students constructed paper lan-
terns in remembrance of temple members who passed away since last 
year's Obon. Many students participated in the Bon Odori on July 30.  

Dharma School will have its annual camping trip September 2-4 at 
William Heise Park near Julian. Please sign up on the Dharma School 
bulletin board at the temple or e-mail me at mikeannong@yahoo.com with 
the number of people who will attend. We have reserved 6 sites (2 tents 
per site). We did not reserve cabins this year. The cost will be $40 per 
family for the site and food.  

Vista Buddhist Temple will host the Southern District Mini-Workshop 
on August 20.  

 
 

 
Rev. Mukojima will hold sutra chanting classes for students Sunday, 

Sept. 11, Oct. 9, Nov. 13, and Dec. 18 starting at 9 a.m. Students will lead 
chanting during the service on Sept. 18, Oct. 9, Nov. 13, and Dec. 18.  
 Many thanks to D.S. student, Julianna Henschen, who donated over 
$200 of her birthday money to the BCA Japan Relief Fund! We are all 
impressed by her generous gift.  

Dharma School will help with the Ochigo parade for the temple’s 85th 
Anniversary celebration on Oct. 16. We are looking for D.S. students up to 
the 6th grade who would like to participate in the parade. Please contact 
any of our staff members if interested or you’d like more information.  

The temple will offer a Kieshiki (Affirmation) ceremony during the 85th 
Anniversary. All Dharma School students and parents who haven’t already 
done so are encouraged to receive their Buddhist name. Families will 
receive information soon.  

Dharma School is working on a new service book as a commemora-
tive project for the 85th anniversary. We wish to thank two generous dona-
tions from anonymous donors to help with funding. Dharma School will 
accept more donations. Thank you very much! 
   Gassho, 
   Ann Ong, Assistant Superintendent 

 

ONE DHARMA SCHOOL STUDENT'S 
EFFORT TO HELP JAPAN 

The relief efforts for the victims of the March 11 Japan earthquake 
and tsunami remains fresh in our minds each day. Locally, many individu-
als and organizations continue to collect and send monetary donations to 
Japan. 

The following letter was written to Rev. Mukojima by eight-year-old 
Dharma School student Julianna Henschen: 

Dear Sensei, 
On my birthday, I collected $225.53. Please give this money to 
the main church in Japan for the Japanese tsunami relief fund. 
I hope everyone in Japan is safe if they have a home or not 
     Sincerely, 
     Julianna 
Julianna, the temple accepts your gift with the deepest amount of ap-

preciation and gratitude. It will be sent to Japan, along with other dona-
tions the temple has recently received to help people in Japan. Gassho. 

 

SUPPORT BTSD ON FACEBOOK 
 

A year ago, we launched a home page for the Temple on Facebook. 
We now have “likes” from all over the country, but it would be wonderful if 
all temple members and Dharma friends who use Facebook would add 
BTSD to your “likes.”  You’ll get announcements of temple-related news 
and updates and can post comments, too. 

Having a presence on Facebook makes interested netizens aware of 
the Temple’s many religious, fundraising and social activities.  

Current page administrators are our secretary, Ken Muraoka, Kaytee 
Sumida and Bill Teague and Joyce Teague. We also welcome our mem-
bers to check the page regularly for errors or omissions or sug-
gestions for improvement so we can maintain an appropriate 
presence in this popular media.   

You don’t even have to be a Facebook member to benefit from the in-
formation on our Facebook page! Use the link below to visit the page and 
click “like” to stay connected with the page. Visit often to find new informa-
tion posted, make comments, ask questions, and so on.  

Here’s the link: www.facebook.com/buddhisttempleofsandiego.  
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BINGO – BINGO – BINGO 
By Tsune Hashiguchi 

 

 On June 25, the turnout by temple members was very poor, but the 
hot dogs and chili dogs were delicious and only cost $1 each which in-
cluded all the chips you wanted.    

The cost for an evening’s worth of Bingo is just $10. This includes a 
door prize raffle for some interesting prizes. There are also pull tabs for 
cash prizes. Remember the Temple gets 50% of all the proceeds. 

On July 23, with VFW prepared prime rib for a pre-game Benefit Din-
ner and it was sold out!   

The next Bingo will be August 27. If no dinner is planned, there are 
always hot dogs and chili dogs for sale. Hope to see you there. 

 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
 

BTSD Membership: Strength at Our Core 
A strong and vibrant membership keeps our Temple strong at its core. 
That’s why we really appreciate all of our members, and especially those 
of you who have joined or renewed in 2011. 
BTSD Appreciates Our Most Recent Renewing Members 
Thanks to the following members who renewed their membership this 
year: Masato (Bruce) Asakawa, Ron and Holly Hidinger, Tomio and Mina-
ko Nakano, Mamoru “Mo” and Trina Okita, Dennis and Elaine Otsuji, Rod-
ney and Candace Oyama, Sharon Sasaki and Robert Yamamoto, Gordon 
and Arlene Shimizu, Richard (Tatsuo) and Kikuko Takashima, Wayne 
Tsukamoto, Shizuko Tsukamoto, and Tamio Tsurudome.   
 
BTSD Appreciates Our Most Recent New Members 
Donald and Debbie Shimizu joined earlier this month. 
Now It’s Your Turn 
If you have yet to renew your membership or have thought about joining 
the Temple but always put it off, please renew or join today. Call the Tem-
ple for more information. We have several ways to make joining or renewing 
painless, including automatic monthly or quarterly credit card deductions so a 
single payment of dues doesn’t throw your monthly budget out of whack.  
Questions or Corrections? 
The names above reflect records we were able to process through July 19, 
2011, and since the last report in our July newsletter. If additions or cor-
rections are needed, please let us know! 

 

TEMPLE OFFERS  
SEPTEMBER SEMINAR GRANTS 

The Temple has available up to five special grants of $300 for current 
temple members who would like to attend a one-day seminar this Sep-
tember at the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC) in Berkeley, California.  

The Center for Buddhist Education will present the fifth annual Baby 
Boomers Seminar titled, “B.Y.O.B.—Bring Your Own Buddhism: Sharing 
Our Pathways,” on Saturday, Sept. 24, from 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Registra-
tion is $75 ($50 if payment is received by Aug. 15). The registration dead-
line is Sept. 3. Download the seminar registration at 
http://www.bcasites.net/Greetings+from+CBE%21.    

The $300 grant will not cover all expenses but will significantly offset 
the costs of registration, transportation and lodging. Up to five awards can 
be given. If there are more than five qualified applicants, the committee 
will consider the date the application was made. 

Only current Temple members are eligible. To apply, please email a 
brief note stating your interest to info@btsd.net with “Seminar Grant” in 
the subject line, or address your letter to the temple, “Attn: Scholarship 
Committee (Seminar).” Applications must be received by the deadline of 
August 22. Recipients will be notified by August 31. 

These grants do not come from the scholarship funds earmarked for 
high school and college student scholarships given annually at the Obon  

 

Service. Those scholarships continue thanks to your generous donations. In 
contrast, these seminar grants come from other funds dedicated for this 
purpose. Some years back, a donor provided the Temple with funds ear-
marked for the support members who wish to further their understanding of 
Jodo Shinshu through BCA programs.  

Interested temple members can learn more about the September semi-
nar at the BCA website or by e-mailing Rev. Kodo Umezu, admin@cbe-
bca.org. Questions about the grant may be directed to Bill Teague, co-chair 
of the Scholarship Committee. 

 

RUMMAGE SALE IS AUGUST 13-14! 
 

   The temple’s annual Rummage Sale will be held August 13 and 14. 
This important fundraiser made possible by your donations of gently-used 
discards and the efforts of our hardworking volunteers.  

Clothing, books, furniture, household good, toys and most other items 
are welcome. PLEASE—Electronics, appliances and computer equipment 
MUST be in working order! It costs the temple to discard/recycle non-
functioning equipment. 

Please call the temple office to make sure someone is available to re-
ceive your items. If you have large pieces that require pick-up, call or e-mail 
the office and request pick-up by one of our volunteers. It is helpful if you 
could provide us an inventory of items to be picked up so we can be sure to 
provide the right vehicle to accommodate your request. Receipts for your 
tax records are available. 

Volunteers Needed! 
We’ve had many generous donations this year which means we need 

extra help sorting and pricing. Volunteers are needed to assist with donation 
pick-ups, but mostly they are needed for pre-sale sorting and pricing and on 
sale days.  

Sorting and pricing days are:  
 August 6 (Sat), 9 am-1 pm (light lunch served) 
 August 7 (Sun), 9 am-1 pm (light lunch served) 
 August 11 (Thu), 4-9 pm (dinner served) 
 August 12 (Fri), 4-9 pm (dinner served)  

Sale hours are:   
 August 13 (Sat), 8 am-2 pm. Set-up crew needed 6:30 am.  
 August 14 (Sun), 8 a.m. to noon. Set-up crew needed at 7:30 am;  

           Breakdown  
A light lunch will be provided our Aug. 6 & 7 workers. Dinner will be 

provided for our Aug. 11 & 12 workers. There will be a potluck for our Sale 
Days volunteers, so please bring something to share.  

Sign-up lists are posted or contact the temple office if you can help out. 
Thank you in advance for your support and hard work! 

    Gassho,  
    2011 Rummage Sale Committee 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
 

BTSD sincerely thanks Gene Davies  
for donating sturdy wooden chairs for temple use. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

The community partner that coordinates our monthly Bingo sessions 
officially became Asian Pacific Post 4851 effective June 1. Other than its 
name, there no other changes in the organization. 

 

ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
READY TO TEE UP 

On the last Sunday in August, golfers will tee-it-up for the 16th Annual 
BTSD Golf Tournament. Golfers at all skill levels are encouraged to partic-
ipate in the August 28 event at Eastlake Country Club in Chula Vista. The 
tournament begins at 8 a.m. 
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Registration fee is $115 per golfer. The fee includes green fee, range 

balls, golf cart, coffee, donuts, BBQ lunch, beverages and awards. 
Sign up as a team foursome or as a single. Golfers are urged to reg-

ister early for one of up to 72 available spots. Registration deadline is 
August 14.   

Those who don’t golf can still participate by becoming a tournament 
sponsor or by donating a prize for the raffle drawing. Each year, the suc-
cess of sponsorships and drawing prizes is the result of the generosity of the 
many donors. In 2010, nearly 40 prizes were given away in the raffle draw-
ing.  

Sponsorships are available in different categories including: Hole-in-
One ($10,000), Eagle ($750), Birdie ($625), Beverage Carts ($500), Clos-
est-to-the-Pin ($325), Longest Drive ($250) and Hole Sponsor ($125). 

The deadline for sponsorships and donations is August 21. 
For more information on the tournament, please contact either Ron 

Yagura (619) 540-8488, Ralph Honda (619) 885-3788, or the temple. 
We look forward to many participants, both golfers and non-golfers. 

The proceeds will benefit the temple's daily operations. 
 

“HANDY” VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT 
The Improvements Committee is looking for someone or a couple of 

people to replace damaged ceiling tiles in the Sangha Hall. The 
lightweight acoustic tiles have already been purchased. 

If you are comfortable on a step ladder and can make time available 
this summer on your own schedule, please call or e-mail the office and 
leave your name and phone number for Nancy Martinez. 

 

A NEW CARE PACKAGE COLLECTION 
Recently Rev. Jeanette Shin, the U.S. Navy Chaplain now stationed 

at Camp Pendleton, asked BTSD if members could send a care package 
to a deployed Army soldier. PFC Bradley Biederman had made a request 
of Rev. Shin for misc. supplies and Buddhist materials.  

At its July meeting, the Board authorized a care package collection in 
July and mailed in early August. A collection box will be kept outside the 
Main Building kitchen through the first week of August. An appeal will be 
made in the Bussei Script, and via e-mail and Facebook inviting temple 
members and friends to contribute to the care package if they wish to.  

Also being sought are small cash donations to defray shipping costs. 
Any leftover cash or supplies will be used for future care packages as they 
are requested. This effort is being made independent of Dharma School 
which is currently on summer break.  

Nonperishable sundries may be left in the collection boxes. No liquids, 
fragile items, chocolate or other things affected by heat. Monetary dona-
tions should be left in an envelope clearly marked “Care Package” and 
either left in the office or the Jozaibako (offering box). If you require a 
receipt for tax purposes, please include your name and address.  
 

NO FALL BARONA FUN-RAISER! 
 

Organizers John and Tsune Hashiguchi announced we will not have 
a trip to Barona in this Fall. There is a Poston Reunion taking place in 
October in Laughlin and some BTSD members will be attending.  

The Hashiguchis plan to organize two Barona Fund-Raisers in 2012, 
one in the Spring and one in the Fall. They will try to make them on Satur-
days instead of weekdays because our group met Barona’s qualifications. 
More information next year. 
 

2011 BTSD SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 
 

The Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce the reci-
pients of BTSD 2011 High School Graduate and Continuing Educa-
tion Scholarships. The awards were presented July 24 during the 
Obon Service.  

  

 
Receiving the Ben Honda Memorial High School Senior 

Scholarship are:  
= Caylee SHIMIZU, Torrey Pines High, attending the Philadelphia 

Univ. of the Arts, Dance Major.  
= Brent YAMANISHI, Torrey Pines High, attending Arizona State 

University, Undecided Major. Brent was recognized for his out-
standing contributions to the temple through his involvement with 
Dharma School and Jr. YBA.  

 

Receiving the Tetsuyo Kashima Memorial Continuing Edu-
cation Scholarship are:  

 

= Trevor KINOSHITA, Senior, Industrial Design, San Jose State 
University. 

= Kevin LEE, Senior, Business with Accounting emphasis, CSU 
Long Beach. 

= Sara MATSUMOTO, Junior, Business and Marketing, San Fran-
cisco State University. 

= Lauren NAKAMURA, Senior, English, CSU Long Beach. 
= Bryant SHIMIZU, Senior, Finance, SDSU.  
= Carissa YAMANISHI, Junior, Business, Cal Poly-San Luis Obispo. 

 

This year’s Continuing Education essay topic was, “How Real 
Is Amida Buddha?” After a review of the applications and essays 
and discussion of qualifications, the committee felt all who applied 
were deserving of an award.  

Each will receive a cash award of $500-$600 to help defray col-
lege expenses. High school graduates will receive a montoshikisho, 
a gift from the Bill and Joyce Teague Family Trust. All will receive a 
Buddhist book suitable for use at college. Congratulations to all the 
students and their parents.  

Thanks to Our Membership 
Throughout the year, the Scholarship Committee also makes 

other disbursements authorized by the Board to support the contin-
uing Jodo Shinshu education of our adult Sangha. This use is one 
of the stipulations by a major donor to the Fund.  

We also thank temple members and friends who contribute to 
the Tanazaki Scholarship Fund each year through their member-
ship pledges, direct contributions, or donations to/purchases from 
the Obon Again Shop.  
 

BTSD 85TH ANNIVERSARY OBSERVANCE  
AND KIESHIKI AFFIRMATION SERVICE 

 

The temple is planning a celebration! 
On Sunday, October 16, the Buddhist Temple of San Diego will ob-

serve its 85th anniversary and it invites the entire Sangha to participate in 
this special commemoration. In addition, Rev. Mukojima welcomes mem-
bers of the Sangha the opportunity to receive their Buddhist name in a 
special Kieshiki “Affirmation” ceremony. 

Socho Koshin Ogui, Bishop of the Buddhist Churches of America 
(BCA) will deliver the keynote Dharma message for the anniversary ser-
vice and will officiate the Kieshiki ceremony. 

Generations of Buddhists have benefited from many religious and so-
cial activities the BTSD has offered in its 85 year history. 

 In the beginning, the temple was located at Sixth Avenue and Market 
Street. Now, at its present site where the temple has called home for over 
80 years, thousands of local Buddhists have come to listen to the Dharma 
and enjoy the many programs, including the Dharma School, Jr. YBA, 
YBA, ABA, BWA and Japanese School. Other events such as the  
Bazaar, Bon Odori, Food Festival, mochitsuki, movie nights and ballroom 
dancing have been a part of the temple’s landscape. Memorable activities  
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of years past enable the temple to thrive today through the support of a 
dedicated Sangha. 

All recipients of the monthly Bussei Script will receive a special mailing 
with information about the October celebration. The packet will include 
Kieshiki information, Bento luncheon order form and Chigo parade infor-
mation for children. When you receive your mailing, please open it and 
read the anniversary details and truly consider your participation in the 
celebration. 

Registration for the Kieshiki ceremony is $50 per person. You must be 
a paid temple member to participate in the ceremony. Recipients will 
choose their own kanji (Chinese character) and meaning of their Buddhist 
name. For more information on Kieshiki, please contact Rev. Mukojima. 

To reserve a bento lunch, please fill out the form provided in the pack-
et. The cost will be $10 for an adult bento, $6 for Children’s bento. 

As part of the commemorative project, the Dharma School is working 
on a temple service book. Sutras, Dharma sayings and songs are being 
compiled in a special collection specific to our temple. The Dharma School 
welcomes donations to help defray the cost of publication of the service 
book.  

On Saturday, Oct. 15, from 2 to 4 p.m., Socho Ogui will share the 
Dharma in a BEC-sponsored lecture at the temple. Ogui Sensei is a very 
dynamic speaker who reaches out to all ages and ethnicities. More infor-
mation regarding Socho’s topic will be shared in September. 

Here is a brief overview of the weekend of October 15 and 16: 
Saturday, October 15 
2:00-4:00 p.m. - BEC lecture with Socho Koshin Ogui 
 

Sunday, October 16 
9:00-10:00 a.m. - Kieshiki Buddhist name “Affirmation” Ceremony 
11:00-11:15 a.m. - Ochigo Procession with young D.S. students 
11:15-12:45 p.m. - BTSD Anniversary Service 
1:00-3:00 p.m. - Celebration Luncheon 
 

  Details about our 85th Anniversary and Kieshiki will be shared in up-
coming Bussei Script newsletters and announcements at Sunday servic-
es. The temple looks forward to your participation in the upcoming cele-
bration. 

With deepest appreciation in gassho, 
Ralph Honda, 85th Anniversary Chairman 
 

CLEAN UP DAY THANK YOU 
4 

Each year on the third Sunday in July, the temple schedules a clean-up 
day in preparation of the upcoming Obon events. The temple extends a 
heartfelt thank you to the many volunteers who came out for the summer 
morning Clean-Up Day on July 16. 

Many of the BWA ladies assisted Sensei and Mrs. Mukojima with the 
cleaning of the onaijin ornaments and fixtures. Some cleaned the pews 
and Hondo floors, while others worked away washing and cleaning those 
dirty windows.  

Dharma School teachers and parents spent the morning in the Annex 
tidying up classrooms and doing some yard maintenance outside the 
rooms. 

 

BTSD MEMBERS TO BE HONORED BY JFG 

On Thursday, August 18, at least two temple members will be honored 
at the 12th Annual August Moon Gala and Awards Dinner in Balboa 
Park. Kazuo Kiyono and Ruth Voorhies are among those who will be rec-
ognized by the Japanese Friendship Garden for their long-time service to 
the community. 

The temple will be reserving tables for members and friends who would 
like to be there to help honor our friends Ruth and Kaz. Dinner reserva-
tions are $65 for JFG members and $85 for non-members. Please notify 
the office at (619) 239-0896 as soon as possible if you would like to  
 

 
reserve a seat at the BTSD table. For more information, call the Garden at 
(619) 232-2721. 
 

COMMUNITY FUNDRAISER FOR JAPAN 
 

On July 9, the Buddhist Temple partnered with nine other community 
organizations to present a heart-warming movie, Tale of Mari and Three 
Puppies, to raise funds for Japan Relief.  

The event drew almost 200 people and raised over $6,000 to help the 
victims of the March 11 earthquake and tsunami.  

Our event co-sponsors were Asian Pacific Post 4851, Japan Society of 
San Diego and Tijuana, Japanese American Historical Society of San 
Diego, Japanese Coordinating Council, Japanese Friendship Garden, 
Kiku Gardens, Pioneer Ocean View United Church of Christ, San Diego 
Japanese Christian Church, and the San Diego Chapter of the Japanese 
American Citizens League (JACL). 

It was definitely a rewarding experience working with caring members 
of other local organizations and for such a good cause!  

SINCERE THANKS goes to ALL THE VOLUNTEERS who helped or-
ganize, brought delicious refreshments and helped with the clean 
up. Another BIG THANKS to ALL THE MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 
AND FRIENDS who came to see the film and donated to Japan Relief!!  

    Respectfully, 
    Yasuko Kinoshita 

 

YOUTHS READY FOR LABCC CAMP 
Ten BTSD Dharma School students will participate in the annual Los 

Angeles Buddhist Coordinating Council (LABCC) Summer Camp program 
at Camp Morningstar, August 6-13, in the Angeles National Forest in the 
San Bernardino Mountains. 

Camp veterans Breven Honda, Trevor Muraoka, Davis Ong and Sean 
Tokunaga will be joined at Camp Morningstar by newcomers Juliana Hen-
schen, Evan Ong, Chad, Jenna and Hailey Sasaki and Zoe Yamamoto. 
These kids will experience a week in the wilderness along with 150 other 
children from various Buddhist temples throughout Southern California. 

Daily services, sutra chanting, nenju making, archery, swimming and 
sleeping under the stars are just a handful of the many activities that will 
keep the youngsters busy. 

The camp staff includes ministers and volunteers from many temples. 
Counselors are YBA-aged youths trained specifically for this one week 
event. 

Everyone will gather at the Los Angeles Betsuin, where parents will say 
goodbye and a week later welcome home their scruffy campers. 

Parents are confident that the campers will have great stories to tell 
and pictures to share when they return home. 

 

IRC PLANS SEPT. 9/11 MEMORIAL 
 

As a member of the Interreligious Council (IRC), BTSD will be partici-
pating in a community memorial on Sunday, Sept 11, 2011, the 10th anni-
versary of the 9/11 tragedy. The theme will be "From the Heart," and it is 
expected young representatives of each faith group in the IRC will partici-
pate in the memorial.  

Although the specific time, location and program details are still being 
planned, the IRC is asking member congregations to mark their calendars 
in anticipation of the memorial.  
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 Let us live happily then, hating none while in the midst of men who hate.  
 Let us dwell free from hate while among men who hate. ~Dhammapada 

 

 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
San Diego, California 

PERMIT NO. 396 

BTSD ACTIVITIES: LOOKING AHEAD 

The O Bon service and Bon Odori signaled the final religious gatherings for the summer. But, this does not mean that 
activities at the Buddhist Temple of San Diego have come to a halt. Below are key events that will occur during August 
and into the fall. 

 Parking Lot Rummage Sale: August 13 (8 a.m. to 2 p.m.) and August 14 (8 a.m. to 12 noon) 

 BINGO:  Saturday, August 27 (6 to 9 p.m.) Annex Hall. VFW will be selling hot dogs and other goodies. 

 16th Annual BTSD Golf Tournament: August 28 at Eastlake Country Club, Chula Vista (8 a.m.) 
 

  Please remember that there are no Sunday services during August. Dharma School/Family service resumes on Sun-
day, September 11. The monthly Shotsuki Hoyo (memorial) will be observed on this date. 

 Rev. Mukojima will be on vacation August 17 to September 7. In case of an emergency, please call the temple dur-
ing business hours, Tuesday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (619) 239-0896 or Ralph Honda (619) 885-3788 
during non-business hours. Sensei returns to the office Sept. 8. 
 
 

Highlights of September, October and November events: 

 Fall O Higan Service: Sunday, September 18. Guest speaker. Rev. Alan Sakamoto, Orange County Buddhist 
Church. Annual potluck luncheon and Keiro Kai (Pioneer group) recognition will take place following the service. 

 85th Anniversary and Kieshiki: Sunday, October 16. The temple will commemorate its 85th year on this date. Al-
so, temple members will have the opportunity to receive their Buddhist name in this special ceremony. Infor-
mation regarding the two events will be mailed to all members and readers of the Bussei Script. 

 Asian Food & Craft Festival: Sunday, November 6. Formerly known as the Food and Music Festival. Stay tuned 
for more details. 
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