
   

A LIFE WITHOUT LIGHT 
By Rev. Yushi Mukojima, Resident Minister 

 

 Last month, in the brilliant rays of the autumn sun, the Buddhist 
Temple of San Diego‘s 85th Anniversary commemorative service was 
conducted with due solemnity and splendor in the presence of Bishop 
and Mrs. Ogui, our former minster and his wife, Rev. and Mrs. Miyaji, and 
many Sangha members. 
 At the Kieshiki affirmation ceremony preceding the service, the Oka-
misori rite, 41 Sangha members received their Buddhist names from 
Bishop Ogui taking their first step as true disciples of the Buddha. Their 
smiling faces truly reflected a bright future for our temple. 
     I would like to thank everyone for their generous donations, the warm 
congratulatory messages we received and to thank everyone who 
worked so hard to make the celebration a huge success. 
     Using this opportunity, I would like to pledge anew to everyone a fresh 
determination on my part to further develop and carry on the wishes of 
our treasured temple pioneers to spread the word of the Nembutsu. 
     As most of you are aware, there was a huge power failure throughout 
San Diego County two months ago. According to SDG&E, a human error 
in Arizona took down a line that provides power to the San Diego area. 
About six million who live in Southern California, western Arizona and 
northern Mexico were affected by the resultant blackouts. 
     In Chula Vista where I live, the outage lasted until about 2 a.m. of next 
day. We were supposed to have the monthly board meeting that evening, 
but cancelled it because the power wasn‘t expected to be restored right 
away. We had no choice but to stay at home. 
     As most facilities except hospitals couldn‘t function without electricity, 
traffic was heavily congested with those trying to go home. There were 
many flight cancelations at the airport as well. There were even rumors 
that the blackouts were caused by terrorists. 
     At night, all around us, the neighborhood was veiled in an unearthly 
dark and silence, so Mika and I were seized with anxiety. Without a flash-
light or radio, we were especially worried about burglars taking advan-
tage of this opportunity to break into the house or the temple because the 
alarm systems weren‘t functioning. 
     In such an anxious situation, we could only sit close together, singing 
happy songs loudly, trying to wipe out a sense of insecurity. 
     Although we passed an uneasy night which felt unusually long, we 
were wakened by sunlight the next morning. Seeing the peaceful sleep-
ing face of our daughter next to us, we shared the joy of being freed from 
the world of the darkness. We also felt a great relief on making sure that 
the Sangha members and the Temple were all safe. 
     With the blackout, of course Internet and cell phones could not be 
used. Without artificial light, we were forced to spend a very inconvenient 
time. But it gave me the opportunity to realize how much we depend daily 
on the benefits of science, and to reflect upon our daily lives. 
     Because we were not able to do anything that evening, we went to 
bed earlier than usual. While in the pitch darkness, lost deep in thought, 
it came to me that our life is also in the dark. That night, unable to see a 
thing without a flashlight, it was really hard for me to even get to the bath-

room. I made my way there, running into the table or chair. Each time I 
bumped into something, I hurt myself and didn‘t know how to vent my 
anger and discontent. Similarly, in everyday life, we live stressfully, 
bumping into obstacles because we live in darkness. 
     It is an emotional clash, like a marital dispute or a quarrel between 
parent and child. We live bumping into or facing the difficulty of human 
relations, as when we don‘t get along with our friends. The reason why 
we bump into such things is because we can‘t see ahead of us. If we 
could see clearly what is in our path, we would never run into anything. 
That we can‘t see anything indicates that we are in darkness; namely we 
live in the world of delusion. There are those who believe without any 
doubt that they alone can see everything. But actually such people can‘t 
see even themselves. 
     In Buddhism, if I cannot see myself, it is because my mind is full of 
self-centeredness. 
     Selfishness can be divided into the three minds. First, the mind of 
believing is certain that I alone am always right. Second, there is the 
mind that wants to do only what I want. And third is the mind that loves 
only oneself. 
     We are completely confused by our selfish mind. Even if we are 
wrong, we cannot apologize. We take for granted other‘s kindness so we 
cannot show our thanks. And as we cannot forgive another‘s fault, we 
always complain about it. It is our sad nature that when we accuse others, 
we brush aside our own problems and unconsciously put ourselves up as 
a standard of justice, and this makes us angry. 
 When those who have such an ugly mind live together, it is natural 
that the conflict will never come to the end. We will always get angry 
about something. We will always complain about something. That is how 
selfishness works. 
     When I was a university student in Japan, there was a professor who 
told us repeatedly in his class, ―Always be obedient.‖ He told us many 
stories about the Myokonin Genza, one of the famous superior Nembut-
su followers. I would like to share one of his stories with you. 
     One morning, Genza was on the point of going out to do farm work. 
He had a hand towel around his neck. His grandson, seeing him to the 
door, saw the towel and said, ―Grandpa, it is dirty!‖ Genza turned around 
and started to remove it from his neck saying, ―Is that right?‖ His grand-
son said, ―Wait a minute, Grandpa,‖ and ran back inside the house. After 
a while, he brought a clean hand towel and handed it to Genza, saying, 
―Here you are!‖ When Genza received it, he stroked his grandson‘s head 
gently, saying, ―Thank you for your kindness,‖ and then went out joyfully 
to work in the fields. 

 I was only 20 then and can still remember our professor telling this 
story. But when he finished it, I recall feeling deflated, thinking, ―What? 
That‘s it?‖ 
     However, now that over ten years have passed since I first heard this 
simple story, I cannot help but respect how clearly Genza was a noble 
Nembutsu follower who transcended the mind of selfishness. 
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(Sensei’s Message: Continued from Page 1) 
     As the Temple office opens at 9 a.m., I always leave home around 8:30 
a.m. Before I leave, my wife makes sure I have everything for the office by 
saying, ―Do you have Ke-Sa-Ki.?‖  
     ―Ke-Sa-Ki.‖ means ―point of hair‖ in Japanese. But as Mika and I use it, 
it is just a code between us. It combines the first sounds of three words: 
―Ke‖ is keitai denwa which means cell phone; ―Sa‖ is saifu which means 
wallet; and ―Ki‘ means keys. Each one is very important and if I leave one 
behind, it may cause me trouble. So since our marriage, unless she is sick 
in bed, my wife makes sure I have them before leaving the house. After 
several years, ―Ko‖ was added to ―Ke-Sa-Ki,‖ giving it a less pleasant 
sound: ―Ke-Sa-Ki-Ko.‖ ―Ko‖ means coffee. These days I can‘t make much 
progress at work without a thermos of the delicious coffee which she 
makes. 
     Anyway, because my wife makes sure almost every day that I have 
these things, I haven‘t left them behind very often. I do feel grateful that 
she married me and is such a wonderful wife. But after I have been asked 
by her repeatedly, ―Do you have Ke-Sa-Ki-Ko?‖ I cannot say, ―Yes, thank 
you,‖ obediently like Genza. Sometimes when I hear, ―Is ―Ke-Sa-Ki-Ko‖ all 
right?‖ I say, ―Don‘t remind me about same thing!‖ 
     Even worse, I sometimes say, ―If you are so worried, you should put 
them on the shoe rack for me!‖ I get angry and force my selfish thoughts 
back on my wife. Especially when in a hurry to go out the door, I react this 
way. Such selfishness is really terrible because it‘s expressed after she 
has done me a favor. 
     Since I always take for granted my wife‘s kindness, instead of saying 
―Thank you,‖ I complain: ―I already have it. You don‘t have to tell me every 
morning.‖ If I speak like that to my wife, she will feel bad and I also can‘t 
feel good about it. Even though I sometimes feel ashamed and think, 
―How stupid of me! Why didn‘t I just say, Thank you?‖ it is really hard for 
me to apologize to her as soon as I get home. The mind which cannot be 
obedient—it is my ugly self-centeredness. 
     The reason why we suffer bumping into the parents, child, husband, 
wife, brother, sister, friends, and the many people in our daily lives is 
because we are always restricted by the mind of believing that I alone am 
always right, the mind that wants to do as I want to, and the mind that 
loves only me. That is to say, our minds are always shadowed by the 
darkness of delusion created by the deep-rooted blind passions of greed, 
anger and ignorance. Therefore, we will never realize why we are suffer-
ing, nor even that we are in the world of darkness, unless we encounter 
Amida Buddha‘s light of wisdom. 
     The light of wisdom manifests our true selves bound by the selfish 
mind which is the cause of the suffering. Just as candlelight pierces the 
darkness, so the light of wisdom emitting from Amida Buddha shines into 
every nook of our delusional mind in order to lead us to the way of the 
truth. 
     Even if we encounter ourselves every day, we cannot see our true 
selves because we are in the dark. We will not be able to meet our true 
selves without the light of wisdom which is the Nembutsu teaching. When I 
am embraced by Amida Buddha‘s light, only then can I live as a true 
human being, realizing I am living in this moment due to innumerable 
causes and conditions. It is not that I rid myself of selfishness. It is that I 
am able to see the precious path in front of me, allowing me to reflect on 
my foolish way of living that is ruled by selfishness. With the darkness 
lifted, I am able to see and cultivate the obedient mind and the mind that 
respects others. 
 Because of the blackout, I truly realized that, just as we need light in 
our everyday life to be able to see, the mind darkened by selfishness 
needs the light of wisdom to allow us to truly live. It was really a rich expe-
rience to feel the gentle sunlight coming in through the window the next 
morning, just as Amida Buddha‘s benevolence illuminates my sleeping 
face, awakening and leading me to the way of the truth.     In Gassho, 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Michael Kinoshita, Board President 
 

We reflected this past October on our 85th Anniversary celebration 
and the theme overwhelmingly came back to the dedication, sacrifices and 
perseverance of our Issei and Nisei pioneers in making our Temple a 
place to gather in times of joy and sorrow. 

As Sangha members, we should keep in mind that it is the 
responsibility of each and every one of us to honor these traditions of 
dedication, sacrifice and perseverance as practiced by our predecessors. 
Most of you already contribute by volunteering time, making donations, 
donating your expertise, participating in Buddhist education, etc. We all 
have the common goal to maintain and grow our Temple as a place to 
gather and to enjoy our precious traditions. 

I ask all of you to think of an idea or suggestion that you have felt or 
experienced during the past couple of years that in your mind would make 
our Temple an even better place. Spiritual programs, service format, 
membership and fundraising ideas and functions are just some of the 
areas we are always looking to improve. There are probably other areas 
you can think of. Perhaps from this, we can add new ways of doing things 
to those we already value to keep our Temple growing. 

Please write me a note and put it in my mailbox at the Temple or email 
me at michaelk@mkainc.net. 

I look forward to seeing you and, as always, feel free to write or speak 
to me about any concerns or issues that affect the Temple. Gassho.  Please write me a note and put it in my mailbox at the Temple or email me at michaelk@mkainc.net. I look forward to seeing you and, as always, feel free to write or speak to me about any concerns or issues that affect the Temple. Gassho. 

 

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 
On Thursday, October 13, 2011, the Board of Directors met and the fol-
lowing items were discussed or acted upon: 
1. The September BOD meeting was cancelled due to the power outage, 
leaving some pressing actions to the Temple Affairs Committee and 
Executive Board. Accordingly, the BOD ratified the following: 

 Approved expense associated with repair of mochi grinders. 

 Approved expense associated with repair of a taiko drum. 

 Approved the co-presentation of five films at the 2011 San Diego 
Asian Film Festival, Oct. 20-28. 

2. The Board approved a recommendation by the Ways and Means 
Committee for an increase in the interim secretary‘s salary. 
3. The Board voted (with one abstention) to reimburse BTSD participants 
in the Japan 750th Memorial trip a charge by the travel agency for some of 
Rev. Mukojima‘s travel expenses. 
4. The Treasurer projects a $6000 deficit for fiscal year 2011. 

 

ABA NEWS 

October started out fairly quiet for us. On Oct. 16, most of us partici-
pated in all of the celebrations for our Temple‘s 85th Anniversary. We 
thank those that helped. 

On Nov. 12, we will have a breakfast meeting at the Mission Valley 
Café on Camino Del Rio South at 9:00 a.m. Please let Motoo know if you 
are planning to attend. 

 

BWA NEWS 
 Temple President Michael Kinoshita thanked the BWA for their help 
with the Bon Odori bento. He appreciated both the guidance and the BWA  
members who made the mock up bento. He thanked the members for all 
their time and effort in making the bento sale a success. 
 Fundraising event: Naomi reported that she will place our order for 
the almond brittle candy on Tuesday, November 1. The committee will 
gather on Thursday, November 3 to package the candy for sale at the 
Asian Food and Craft Fair. The BWA will also order some popcorn with 
almonds to sell. 
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 The BWA has been asked by Rev. Mukojima to handle hospitality 
duties for the 85th Anniversary. Naomi Himaka, Betty Torio, Fumi Ohara 
and Kikue Graeber will set up the conference room at 8:00 a.m. on Octo-
ber 16. 
 For the Temple‘s Asian Food and Craft Fair, Mrs. Yamanishi will 
chair the sushi making committee. The requested number of mixed sushi 
boxes is 300. Here‘s the schedule for the sushi preparation: 
 Nov. 5, Saturday: 
  9 a.m. for core committee members 
  12 noon for all members 
 Nov. 6, Sunday: 
  5 a.m. for rice cookers 
  6 a.m. for all members 
All BWA members are encouraged to come out to help with this event. 
 

DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS  

By Ann Ong, Assistant Superintendant 
 

 During this Dharma School term, Rev. Mukojima has been conduct-
ing sutra chanting classes for the upper grades, 6th through high school. 
On October 9, the 6th–8th grade class led the chanting of the Ju Sei Ge. 
This month the high school class is scheduled to lead chanting at a ser-
vice. 
 Campers and their families attended the LABCC Camp Reunion on 
October 15 at the Orange County Buddhist Church. Everyone had a 
great dinner of chili, rice, hot dogs, and Frito salad, with a special treat of 
Hawaiian shave ice hosted by one of the camper‘s parents. From the 
moment we entered the gym, the kids were off with their friends catching 
up! 

85th Anniversary Activities 
 On October 16, 2011 Dharma School students were among 41 
Sangha members who participated in the Kieshiki Affirmation Service to 
receive their Buddhist name. They enjoyed the refreshments following 
the service and I overheard many of them discussing their cool new 
Buddhist names. It was a moving ceremony officiated by Socho Ogui, 
Bishop of the BCA. 
 Twenty Dharma School students participated in the Chigo parade. 
They included: Alanna Faith, Darrion Faith, Oona Flood, Julianna Hen-
schen, Claire Matsumoto, Emma Matsumoto, Bryson Moribe, Riley Mo-
ribe, Kurumi Mukojima, Cassidy Muraoka, Trina Muraoka, Abigail Okita, 
Nicholas Okita, Hailey Sasaki, Jenna Sasaki, Sage Seymour, Ava Ya-
mamoto, Zoe Yamamoto, Elie Yanagihara and Emma Yanagihara. They 
were led by a scout color guard escort that included Trevor Muraoka, 
Chad Sasaki, and Sean Tokunaga. It was a very festive and joyful sight 
to see the children parade through the parking lot and into the Hondo. 
Thank you to all of the parents and grandparents who helped to dress 
the children, and to Lorin Sasaki and Tad Muraoka for helping me steam 
and prepare the Chigo costumes for the event. 
 Hailey Sasaki led the Sangha in the reading of the Golden Chain 
while Lauren Uchiyama read the Three Treasures. Greeters who passed 
out the programs were Breven Honda, Tyler Masuda, David Ong and 
Evan Ong. 
 Thank you to Laura Henschen for providing the movie ―Rio‖ for the 
kids to watch after their busy morning activities. Also, thank you to Junko 
Kajita, Karen Okuhara, and the BWA members for providing water and 
snacks for the children to enjoy during the movie. They all looked so  
content snacking and relaxing. Morning snacks were provided by the Jr. 
YBA. 
 During the luncheon, the preschool and kindergarten class performed 
with Rev. and Mrs. Mukojima as the San Diego Wiggles. They did a great 
job, and even Socho Ogui, Mrs. Ogui, and chairperson Ralph Honda 
happily joined in! 

 

  
 It was a busy, but a very reflective and happy day for our Temple. 

Other Activities 
 The Dharma School Halloween Party and Family Service was held 
on October 22 at 5 p.m. There were a lot of kids who dressed in their 
Halloween costumes. After the service kids and adults had a great time 
during the party in the Annex Hall. There was a lot of food prepared by 
the parents and games provided by Jr. YBA. Thank you! 
 The 6th–8th grade class will run the snack bar at the Asian Food and 
Craft Fair on November 6. 
 The All Life Forms Memorial Service will be held on Sunday, Novem-
ber 20 in conjunction with the temple‘s Eitaikyo Service. Teachers will be 
sending home ―All Life Forms‖ sheets for the students to fill out and turn 
in before the service. These forms can be used to express appreciation 
for pets, plants that supply us with oxygen or food, family members that 
have passed away, and even people we don‘t know who affect our lives, 
like farmers, janitors, and people in the military. 
 The next DS Teachers and Staff meeting will be on November 13 at 
9 a.m. followed by Family Service and Dharma School. The annual DS 
bowling activity is set for Nov. 27 following the Dharma School/Family 
Service. 
 

JUNIOR YBA REPORT 
 On Oct. 22, the Junior YBA hosted its annual Halloween party. We 
wrapped mummies, tossed Frankensteins, and had an overall great time. 
 It‘s that time again for the annual Thanksgiving Basket drive. We will 
be collecting non-perishable goods, and accepting monetary donations 
during the months of October and November. The deadline is November 
20. Please bring your donation to the temple and drop it off in boxes near 
the office or contact any Junior YBA member or advisor. 
 Coming up on November 5, the Junior YBA will be sending three 
members to the Southern District Leadership Conference.  
 Our temple‘s annual Asian Food and Craft Fair will be on November 
6. The Juniors will be making their delicious wontons. We are in need of 
help to prep and wrap all of the wontons and invite anyone to give us a 
hand! The prep time is Sunday morning (November 6) starting at approx-
imately 9 a.m. 
 The Junior YBA will host a Chow Mein Luncheon on December 4 
following the Bodhi Day Service. Tickets will be available soon at 
$6.50ch. 
 We invite students between the ages of 14 and 19 to join our Junior 
YBA. Please see any of the officers or advisors for more details.  

 

ZENBU 
 Much appreciation to coordinator Junko Kajita for making all the 
arrangement for the second set of Ballroom Dance classes being held 
through Nov. 13 and to Mani Yamaguchi for ably pinch-hitting for our 
ailing dance instructor. We hope the participants had fun learning and 
practicing their new social skills. 
 Zenbu coordinated discounted voucher and tickets sales for the 
2011 San Diego Asian Film Festival, selling 130 vouchers and tickets. 
This is the sixth year BTSD has been a community presenter of several 
films. This is one of many ―cost-free‖ community partnerships we have 
formed which allows us to promote BTSD and our upcoming events far 
beyond our Market Street location.  
 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
By Bill Teague, Membership Committee 

 
 

 BTSD Membership: Strength at Our Core. A strong and vibrant 
membership keeps our Temple strong at its core. That‘s why we really 
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appreciate all of our members, and especially all of you who have joined 
or renewed in 2011. 
 BTSD Appreciates Our Most Recent New Members. Please join 
us in welcoming Ryan & Alicia (Miyaji) Clark and Laurine R. M. Ota. Ms. 
Ota also participated in the recent Kieshiki. (If you‘re not a member yet, 
why not join now?) 
 BTSD Appreciates Most Recent Renewing Members. Thanks to 
the following members who generously renewed their membership over 
the last month or so: Ruby D‘Orsi, Yuki Easter, Gerald & Linda Hanano, 
Gene & Arlene Hasegawa, Miyoko Hashiguchi, Jami Jones, Mikako Jones, 
Doreen Kamada-Fujii, Jeanie Kashima, Michael & Yasuko Kinoshita, 
Sonoko Kuroiwa, Freda McGrath, Kiyoshi & Yoshiko Monji, Sumihiro & 
Yoshiko Nogata, Yukiko Negoro, Shirley Ochi-Watson, Tsukiye Ozaki, 
Linda Ring, Brian & Lorin Sasaki , Ben Sekishiro, George & Miyako Tachi-
ki, Steve & Aki Tomiyama, Chris & Tissa Uchiyama, Ruth Voorhies, Mary 
Haruko Yagura, Ron & Sheila Yagura, Hisashi & Jane Yamamoto, and 
Paul & Mildred Yasuhara. 
 Correction and Apologies. We very much apologize for a glitch that 
kept us from properly acknowledging the membership renewals from Aric 
& Laura Henschen (neither were acknowledged back they when renewed 
in Spring) and Kengo & Mae Yamamoto (only Mr. Yamamoto‘s renewal 
was acknowledged in Spring).  
 2011 Dues Cover 2011 Expenses - Please Renew Today! For all 
our 2010 members, please understand that we count on your dues for 
paying our expenses from the start of 2011. As these are expenses we 
can‘t delay, we really appreciate your dues toward the beginning of each 
year if at all possible. If this lump sum approach is difficult for you, 
consider converting to paying on an installment basis. We can make 
periodic and automatic charges to your credit or debit card to make it 
simple. Just call or email the Temple, and a Temple member on the 
Membership Committee will be in touch. 
 “Almost” Members - Please Join for 2011. Are you ―almost‖ a 
member of the Temple already? For instance, do you have children 
enrolled in Dharma School who have been enjoying the program? If you 
have thought about joining the Temple but always put it off, we make it 
especially easy to join now. Installment payments make it easy to budget 
for this minor expense. See also our youth and seniors discounts.  Just 
call or email the Temple, and a Temple member on the Membership 
Committee will be in touch. 

 

GET THE WORD OUT! 
ASIAN FOOD & CRAFT FAIR IS NOV. 6 

   

 The new Asian Food & Craft Fair will be held at the Temple on Sun-
day, November 6, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be no Family Service on 
that day. The November Shotsuki (monthly memorial service) will be the 
following Sunday, Nov. 13. 
 This Fall fundraiser will feature Asian style arts and crafts and, of 
course, our highly popular Chow Mein, BBQ half-chicken plate, Sushi, 
Curry, Wontons, and more! Pre-orders for the Chow Mein, BBQ half-
chicken plate and Sushi were due October 16 but there will be some 
extras prepared for walk-ins first-come-first-served. All other lunch items 
like Chashu Bao and so on will be available till sold out. 
 Come out and see all the wonderful items our vendors will have on 
display: unique jewelry, handbags, clothing, artwork, and so much more! 
Get your holiday shopping taken care of early. Please let your family and 
all your friends know about this great new event! 
 The Obon Again Shop and Crafts ‗n‘ Treasures will also have booths 
with 100% of their proceeds benefiting the temple. 
 If you received a packet of AFC Fair opportunity drawing tickets in 
the mail, please do your best to sell or purchase them to benefit the tem 
 
 

 
ple. Please turn in all unsold tickets, ticket stubs and sales proceeds 
before the drawing that day. Winners need not be present. 
 There will be ample parking from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the ARC parking 
lot across from the temple on Market Street, just east of the gas station. 
The temple used this lot successfully for the July Bon Odori. 
 Please address questions about the AFC Fair to chairperson Carol 
Baker at (619) 276-2651, or visit the Temple website for details. 
 

NOV. 19 BEC LECTURE BY  
REV. DENNIS FUJIMOTO  

 

 The Buddhist Temple of San Diego presents a special lecture by Rev. 
Dennis Fujimoto of the Idaho-Oregon Buddhist Temple on Saturday 
morning, November 19, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
  Rev. Fujimoto will be speaking on ―The Experience of Nembutsu in 
Our Shin Tradition.‖ He will also discuss walking Nembutsu meditation 
and other applications of the Nembutsu. 
 The event will take place in the Temple‘s Hondo, the main worship 
hall on the top floor of the Temple. Wheelchair access is available by 
elevator from the parking lot level. 
 Light refreshments will be served following the lecture in the down-
stairs kitchen. 

 

OSEIBO CONTRIBUTIONS REQUESTED 
 

 During November, the Sangha will receive letters asking for Oseibo 
donations.  
 Oseibo, or year-end offering, will be presented to the temple staff for 
their heartfelt efforts enabling the temple‘s daily operations to function 
smoothly throughout the year. It is a way we, as Sangha, can say Thank 
You. 
 The temple began its solicitation for Oseibo donations three years 
ago and each year, the response from our members and friends has 
been generous and sincere. 
 Your Oseibo letter will ask that you send in your donation in any 
amount in the envelope provided. Oseibo offerings will be accepted 
through December 19, after which they will be distributed with gratitude 
to our staff. Gassho. 
 

BTSD COMMEMORATES  
85th ANNIVERSARY  

By Ralph Honda, 85th Anniv. Committee Chairman 
 

 The weekend of October 15 and 16, 2011, has become another mi-
lestone to be documented in the storied history of the Buddhist Temple of 
San Diego. 
 Celebrating the temple's 85th Anniversary was considered a "low 
key" event, but in many ways was "BIG" for the Sangha. 
 Visitors came from as far away as Central California to be a part of 
the temple's celebration. For Midori Koga (formerly Koba) and her family, 
it was important for them to be in her hometown for this occasion. 
 "This was a very wonderful event. I'm glad that I was able to attend," 
Midori said. 
 Activities began on Saturday, Oct. 15, when Socho Koshin Ogui ad-
dressed about 40 attendees with his lecture, "Shin Buddhism as a Major 
Religious Tradition in America." The presentation was sponsored by the 
BEC. 
 Participants for the Kieshiki ceremony came out for a Saturday after-
noon rehearsal led by Mukojima Sensei. Following that, a dinner welcom-
ing Socho and Mrs. Ogui to San Diego was held at the Spaghetti Factory  
in the Gaslamp Quarter. It was attended by 17 Sangha members and 
friends. 

NOVEMBER 2011                                                                                                             BTSD BUSSEI SCRIPT                    Page | 5 



  

 
 On Sunday, October 16, the morning started with the Kieshiki Affir-
mation Ceremony. The very special and meaningful event was officiated 
by Socho Ogui, who presented Buddhist names to 41 recipients. The 
youngest recipient was 2-year-old Abigail Okita and the eldest, 90-year-
old (soon to be 91), Umeko Kawamoto. 
 The anniversary service began with an Ochigo procession led by 
Socho Ogui and assisted by Rev. Mukojima, Rev. Akio Miyaji, Rev. Hata 
and BTSD President Michael Kinoshita, followed by 20 Dharma School 
students dressed in colorful costumes. The procession was preceded by 
a scout color guard as they entered the Hondo.  
 The service included Jodo Shinshu rituals that are conducted only at 
special religious events. Rev. Mukojima gave a congratulatory message 
to the Sangha. Socho Ogui addressed the Dharma School and adults. At 
the end of the service, Rev. Mukojima and Socho personally thanked 
each individual in the Sangha for their attendance. 
 Following the service, around 210 people crowded the Annex Hall for 
the luncheon. The program included performances from the taiko group 
and the Dharma School Pre-School and Kindergarten classes led by Rev. 
and Mrs. Mukojima. 
 There are so many people to thank for the celebration. Most are ac-
knowledged in the Dharma School article and in my 85th Anniversary 
Appreciation. A special thank you is extended to Ichiban Hillcrest for 
preparing the delicious bento lunches, Kei Dan Floral Design (Naomi 
Himaka) for the boutonnieres, corsages and floral decorations, and 
LuAnn Lee for baking the delicious cakes. 
 As described in the Anniversary Appreciation, the commemorative 
gift will be a DVD depicting the weekend's activities. The temple hopes to 
have it available soon. 
 Finally, thank you to the Sangha for your participation, generous 
donation offerings and for making it possible for the temple to have a 
meaningful and enjoyable celebration. Gassho. 
 

85th ANNIVERSARY APPRECIATION 
By Ralph Honda, 85th Anniv. Committee Chairman 

 

The following words of appreciation were read by the committee's chair-
man during the commemoration on Sunday, October 16. 
 

 San Diego Bukkyo Kai Hachi Ju Go Shu Nen Omedeto Gozaimashita.  
Buddhist Temple of San Diego, congratulations on the celebration of its 
85th anniversary. 
 Appreciation: When it comes to celebrations, I believe that everyone 
in attendance will remember today's special occasion. Just remember, 
this is another chapter to add to your BTSD resume. 
 For many of us who have grown up in the temple, or have been as-
sociated with this organization for a number of years, or are brand new to 
the Sangha, each of us, in our own way has a special appreciation for 
our spiritual home. 
 Spanning 85 years, this temple is rich in history. With appreciation, 
let me briefly take you back down memory lane remembering some of its 
celebrations. 
 We all have vivid memories of five years ago, when we observed the 
80th celebration in 2006. Right? Looking back 10 years ago in 2001, the 
temple commemorated its 75th anniversary. Has it been that long since 
that wonderful event? To coin a word Socho Ogui used yesterday (Sat-
urday) during his Dharma talk–Wow! (You would have had to been there 
to know what he was talking about). My, how time flies. I'm sure many of 
us remember the 60th anniversary in 1986. I still have my commemora-
tive pen from that event. Thirty five years ago, in 1976, we celebrated 50 
years. I remember that one. I was Jr. YBA president at the time. I can 
even remember the celebration when the Annex Hall was dedicated in 
1964 because I was, like many of you Dharma School children, trying to 
balance the decorative hat on my head, making sure it did not fall off 
during the Ochigo parade. I'm sure that many of you can vividly recall  

 
much earlier celebrations and more recent dedications throughout our 
history. 
 And when the Buddhist Church was established in 1926, opening its 
doors for the first time, two young Dharma School girls, Umeko Mamiya, 
age 5, and 3-year-old Ruth Takahashi, can remember what it was like 
when the church was located on Sixth and Market streets. Today, the two 
ladies are better known to all of us as Umeko Kawamoto and Ruth Voor-
hies, both I might add, still very active with the Sangha. I'm sure they have 
vivid memories of the celebration when the original church moved to this 
current location in 1930. I specifically mention them because Umeko and 
Ruth, along with Chiyeko Yagi, another Sangha member with a long 
history with the temple, are the eldest of the 41 participants to receive their 
Buddhist names this morning. With appreciation, congratulations. Talk to 
these temple pioneers, or many others here today, for that matter. They 
have some fascinating stories to tell what life was like growing up with the 
temple. Thank you, with appreciation. 
 On this occasion of the temple's 85th Anniversary, it is with deep 
appreciation and gratitude that I thank the committee and the many volun-
teers who helped with the organization and planning of this commemora-
tion. There are so many individuals to acknowledge, from the youngest 
Ochigo participant to the eldest Sangha member, thank you for all of your 
efforts to help make this event memorable. 
 A heartfelt thank you is extended to Socho Koshin Ogui, Bishop of 
the Buddhist Churches of America for allowing time in his busy schedule 
to conduct the Kieshiki Affirmation ceremony and to be part of our festivi-
ties. Also, thank you to Mrs. Ogui for accompanying Socho to San Diego. 
 Thank you to Mukojima Sensei for allowing the temple the opportuni-
ty to have the Kieshiki ceremony–a cherished moment for each Sangha 
member who received their Buddhist name. Thank you, Sensei, for your 
dedication with keeping the Dharma alive. Thank you to Rev. Akio Miyaji, 
Rev. Akira Hata and Rev. Jim Yanagihara for your participation and dedi-
cation. And thank you to Mrs. Mukojima and Mrs. Miyaji for your support. 
 Appreciation is extended to Nancy Martinez and the Dharma School 
staff for putting in long hours to establish the temple's new and "exclusive" 
service book that will be introduced to the Sangha in anticipation by next 
month's Eitaikyo Service.   
 Appreciation to Michael Kinoshita and Ken Muraoka for their work 
with the production of the New Heights donor wall. If you have not seen 
the board, it recognizes all of the contributors who made a gift to our most 
recent major fundraising endeavor, the New Heights Project. The donor 
board is beautiful. It is located on the Main Building's top level next to the 
elevator as you enter the hondo. Please check it out. 
 You have noticed some shutterbugs running around taking many 
pictures and video of the weekend activities. Under the direction of Ri-
chard Matsumoto, Tim Kajita, and their production team, the plan is to 
produce a DVD that everyone will receive as a commemorative gift of this 
celebration. Barring any technical obstacles, it is hoped to present the 
DVD to each Sangha member by the Eitaikyo Service. Thank you for 
capturing the memories. If any of you took digital photos today and would 
like to share them as part of the DVD, please contact one of the photo-
graphers before leaving today. 
 Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped with today's luncheon. 
Under the guidance of Junko Kajita, today's lunch bunch crew did a great 
job; and to the Jr. YBA and Dharma School for the morning refreshments. 
 Thank you to the entertainers, BTSD Taiko and the Dharma School 
children for sharing your diverse talents. To Mr. Kouryu Morikawa for 
sharing traditional Shigin and Tom Yanagihara for leading us in the toast, 
thank you.  If I left out anyone special, I apologize, you can yell at me 
afterwards. 
 Last but not least, a heartfelt thank you to each of you in attendance 
and to our entire Sangha for being a part of another milestone in the 
temple's storied history. All of you are the reason why the Buddhist Tem-
ple of San Diego is so fortunate to have such a rich and dynamic Sangha.  
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 Eighty-five wonderful years, let's do this again five years from now. 
With deepest appreciation and in Gassho. Arigato gozaimasu. Thank you. 

 

BINGO UPDATE 
By Tsune Hashiguchi 

 

 On Sept. 24, the Bingo turnout was pretty good. Mom‘s Meatloaf 
dinner which preceded Bingo was a huge success and was enjoyed by 
all. 100 dinners were prepared and sold. 
 There are only two more Bingo Nights in 2011: Oct. 29 and Nov. 26. 
(Please note: the BTSD Benefit Spaghetti Dinner originally announced 
for Nov. 26 has been moved to early 2012, date TBA.) 
 The Temple shares 50% of the proceeds with Asian Pacific Post 
4851, so the more people that come out, the larger the benefit. The $10 
buy-in includes a raffle. Pull tabs are also available for $.25 and $.50 
each.  
 Come out and enjoy a relaxing night of fun with your friends. 

 

MOCHITSUKI SET FOR DEC. 11 
 On Sunday, December 11, the temple will stage its annual Mochit-
suki. 
 Everyone is encouraged to participate in this annual Japanese tradi-
tion of making mochi, the sweet rice cakes that are offered and enjoyed 
during New Year‘s. The activity runs from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
 For many years, our parking lot and Annex have been the scene of 
mass mochi production with many volunteers both working hard and 
having a great time. Tasks include steaming and pounding the rice, cut-
ting and shaping the glutinous morsels into small discs; then cooling and 
packaging the mochi for pick up and sale. 
 Mochitsuki is a day full of friendly and fun productivity. 
 The temple expects to cook 1,000 pounds of mochigome, producing 
approximately 1,500 pounds of mochi. 
 The Sangha is encouraged to bring family and friends to help in a 
number of areas including steaming the rice, pounding (young, strong 
arms needed!) and grinding the mochi, shaping, cooling and packaging. 
 Here is the schedule of the weekend of Dec. 9, 10 and 11: 
  Friday, Dec. 9 – Mochigome washing, 11 a.m. 
  Saturday, Dec. 10 – Equipment set-up, 11 a.m. 
  Sunday, Dec. 11 – Mochitsuki Day, 6 a.m. until the last batch is 
pounded. 
 Orders for Ko mochi and Kasane will be accepted from now until 
Sunday, Dec. 4. The donation for Ko mochi is $4.50 per bag (approx-
imately one pound). Two-piece Kasane Mochi is $7.00. Please fill out the 
enclosed order form and send it to the temple with your payment. 
 A suggested donation of $75 will be gratefully accepted from both 
individuals and organizations to purchase mochigome (sweet rice) and 
other supplies. Please make your check payable to the Buddhist Temple 
of San Diego. 
 Updates and reminders will be made during upcoming services and 
via e-mail.  
 For more information please call the office or co-chairs Ralph Hon-
da and Glenn Negoro. 

 

NEW HEIGHTS DONOR WALL  
IS DEDICATED 

By Joyce Teague and Ralph Honda 
 

 The Buddhist Temple of San Diego extends a heartfelt thank you to 
the Yamada Family for their recent generous gift to the New Heights 
Project in memory of the late So Yamada. 
 On October 16, among the Temple's many 85th Anniversary activities, 
the New Heights Project Donor Wall was dedicated.  

 
 The beautiful glass display, designed and installed by Michael Kinoshi-
ta and Ken Muraoka, acknowledges everyone who contributed to New 
Heights over the past five years. Many of these individuals and families 
generously pledged $1,000 a year for five years as suggested by the New 
Heights Campaign. Some donors gave multiple gifts.  
 The Donor Wall also lists each loved one who had gifts made in their 
memory. The background of the display is a beautiful gold Sagara-Fujii 
(Wisteria Crest), symbol of our sect. 
 The unique glass display is mounted on the north wall of the Main 
Building‘s top floor. It is located in the elevator and stairway landing just 
before you enter the Hondo.  
 The next time you are at the Temple, please take the time to look 
closely at this beautiful addition. It gratefully acknowledges the forward-
looking individuals and organizations who made the Onaijin restoration, 
the elevator, elevated walkway, and many other wonderful improvements 
possible for the lasting benefit of our Sangha and our community. Gassho. 
 

GIFT CARDS MAKE 
GREAT HOLIDAY GIFTS 

 Now is the time to order your holiday gift cards and gift certificates 
through BTSD‘s easy Scrip Program. You can find hundreds of mer-
chants and brand name stores for every type of product and service 
imaginable!  
 There is a complete list at the temple so if you don‘t attend regularly, 
call the office and ask that one be mailed to you. You‘ll be amazed at the 
choices! Then just fill out one of our order forms and mail it with your 
payment, ATTN: SCRIP ORDER, to the Temple. You can phone or e-
mail your order, too. Orders made Monday arrive by the end of the week. 
 We‘ll keep saying it till you get it: the Scrip Program is just about the 
simplest way to benefit the Temple. Just by making purchases you would 
anyway, BTSD automatically gets a percentage—sometimes as much as 
10%! Buy gift cards from BTSD to give as gifts or use them yourself.  
 

SUPPORT BTSD ON FACEBOOK 
Last year, we launched a home page for the Temple on Facebook. 

We now have ―likes‖ from all over the country, but we encourage temple 
members and Dharma friends who use Facebook to add BTSD to your 
―likes.‖ You‘ll get announcements of temple-related news and updates 
and can post comments, too. 

We also welcome our members to check the page regularly for 
errors or omissions or suggestions for improvement so we can 
maintain an appropriate presence in this popular media.    

You don‘t even have to be a Facebook member to benefit from the 
information on our Facebook page! Use the link below to visit the page 
and click ―like‖ to stay connected with the page. Visit often to find new 
information posted, make comments, ask questions, and so on.  

Here‘s the link: www.facebook.com/buddhisttempleofsandiego. 
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FRIDAY LUNCHES AT KIKU GARDENS 
 

BTSD is among several community organizations help-
ing Kiku Gardens Senior Housing provide delicious and 
nutritious meals for their Friday Senior Lunch program. 

So mark your calendars for…  
 

DECEMBER 2, 2011 at 12 noon 
 

Kiku Gardens also invites the Sangha to enjoy the Friday meals. 

http://www.facebook.com/buddhisttempleofsandiego


  

 



 

 
  

ALL LIFE FORMS MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 

Have you lost a pet or someone you love in the last calendar year? 

Would you simply like to express your gratitude to the living things 

that have enriched your daily life? Please write down  

your appreciation or remembrance and place this form in the special box 

at the back of the Hondo before 10:00 a.m. on Nov. 20, 2011. 

 

In memory of ________________________________________________ 

I would like to say ___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

In gassho, __________________________________ 

 

Namo Amida Butsu 

Namo Amida Butsu 

Namo Amida Butsu 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

MOCHITSUKI ORDER FORM 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2011 
 
 

NAME ________________________________________    PHONE ______________________ 

 

KO-MOCHI PACKAGE: ____________ X $4.50 = COST$ ___________________ 

(Ko-Mochi is sold by the package, not by weight. Each package is approximately 1 pound.) 

 

KASANEMOCHI PACKAGE: _________ X $7.00 = COST$ ___________________ 

 

     TOTAL COST $ ___________________ 
 

Send order with check to: Buddhist Temple of San Diego, Attn: Mochi,  

2929 Market St., San Diego, CA 92102. OR send an e-mail to info@btsd.net 

 

Deadline to order is Sunday, December 4, 2011. Orders received after the deadline will be placed on 
stand-by. All orders must be picked up at the Temple on Sunday, December 11, between 11 a.m. and 4p.m. 

Orders not picked up by 4 p.m. will be subject to resale.  

Questions? Please call the temple (619)239-0896 or send e-mail to: info@btsd.net 

 

 

 

mailto:info@btsd.net
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EITAIKYO, LADY ESHINNI MEMORIAL  
AND ALL LIFE FORMS MEMORIAL SERVICES    

 

 The Buddhist Temple of San Diego and Rev. Yushi Mukojima cordially invite you to the 2011 Eitaikyo (Perpetual Memorial) 
Service to be held Sunday, November 20 at 10:00 a.m. The Eitaikyo observance honors all dedicated members and Dharma friends, 
whether known or unknown, who have devoted themselves to the spiritual welfare of the Temple, so that we may continue to practice, 
as Jodo Shinshu followers, the Buddha‘s teachings. We will also observe the All Life Forms Memorial Service, during which we re-
member not only pets lost during the past year, but all living things which have contributed to our lives since the last service. Each 
year, the Buddhist Womens Assn. also sponsors the Lady Eshinni Memorial, commemorating the wife of our founder, Shinran Sho-
nin, to praise her virtue and contributions.  

Guest speaker Rev. Dennis Fujimoto of the Idaho-Oregon Buddhist Temple will present the Dharma message for these ser-
vices. A craft will be provided for young children during his adult lecture.  
 As part of our Buddhist Education Committee lecture series, Rev. Fujimoto will speak on ―The Experience of Nembutsu in 
Our Shin Tradition‖ on Saturday morning, Nov. 19, at 10:00 a.m. in the Sangha Hall. The lecture is free and all are welcome.  
 A reminder that the November Memorial Service (Shotsuki Hoyo) to commemorate family members and friends whom we 
have lost during the month of November will be held Sunday, November 13 at 10:00 a.m. in conjunction with the Family Service.  

Any time of the year, but particularly in November, the Temple welcomes your contributions to the Eitaikyo Fund, established 

to honor in perpetuity those who have passed away and to insure the survival of the temple. As always, we thank you for your support 

of the Temple and its programs.  
 

mailto:info@btsd.net

